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March 30, 2020 

Hi, Everyone! 

This is the much-awaited timeline for the United Church of Phelps.  Well, let me amend that.  It is a part of the timeline.  I want to 
thank Pat Hemminger and Bob and Doris Spink for working on this for me!  They did a great job getting the format pulled together 
for me. 
 
I am trying to go through the minutes books to glean a few more details of what exactly was going on in the church over the years.  
Some of the things that I have included on this expanded timeline have helped me understand the congregation better – and I 
hope you will be able to see some of the things I see, and maybe some things I am not picking up on. 
 
So for the next few weeks, I will be including more of the timeline as I locate the minutes and go through them.  Here is what I 
would like you to do: 
 

• As you read about the ministry of the church from 1974-1979 - which is what I am sending you this week, what do you see that 
is different from the ministry we are doing today?  What is the same? 

 

• What about the church staff?  At times there was only a pastor and a part-time secretary.  Sometimes there were two pastors.  
What did you see during these different staffing configurations? 

 

• What was happening in Phelps during that time?  Did the merging of the Phelps and Clifton Springs schools have any impact on 
the ministry of the church?  

 

• What about the country?  What was happening with our country during these years?  Who was president?  Is there any con-
nection between the national events and the church’s ministry? 

 

• Look at the length of time of the pastors that served this congregation.  Some stayed longer than others.  How did that impact 
the life of the congregation? 

 

• What about the church finances?  I don’t think I included it, but I found it interesting that the first year of the merger, people 
were concerned about a budget shortfall – just as we are today. 

 
Feel free to mark this report up and write your observations down.  Since we cannot be together as a congregation for a bit, that 
will keep your initial thoughts fresh for when we are able to finally come together and discuss this.  Or you can email me, text me, 
or mail me your thoughts  I will start compiling your thoughts and share them with everyone as I can.  It is so important that all of 
you, members and friends of the congregation, take this seriously.  It will help all of us, whether we were part of the church from 
1974 on or we became part of this congregation in later years, to have a better understanding of what God has done in the past 
and what God is doing now and how the congregation has joined in God’s ministry among us. 
 
I am missing all of you!!!!  How I wish we could be worshiping together rather than worshiping via YouTube.  However, even if we 
cannot do this in person and together, we need to move on the history of the church and learn from our past.  
 
I am trying to make lemonade out of the lemons we have been given.  You are an awesome congregation and I know you will take 
this exercise seriously.  I am looking forward to hearing your aha moments and what you learn as you study the history of our con-
gregation! 
 
God bless!  Ellen 

This Photo by Unknown Author is li-

http://henriquepm.deviantart.com/art/Hebrews-13-8-652130522
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UNITED CHURCH OF PHELPS 

FROM 1974—PRESENT 

 

1970   
 
1974 Merging of the United Methodist congregation and the Presby-

terian congregation: UNITED CHURCH OF PHELPS 
• Presbyterian minutes: “The recommendation of the Merger Com-

mittee that the United Church form with ties to both denominations 

be the one proposed was approved on motion.”   

• Presbyterian minutes: The swell organ needed extensive repairs. 

• Presbyterian pastor, Rev. K. Glen Fleming, retires 

• Presbyterian congregation voted on the adoption of the Agreement 

to Merge.  110 votes cast; 92 in favor, 16 against, 2 voided. Motion 

carried. 

 

1975  United Church of Phelps 

• First annual congregational meeting was held.  Membership: Pres-

byterian Church—340; Methodist Church—372.  Budget for 1975: 

$56,720 

• First meeting of the church council.  Decided the church council 

meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month: “Meetings will begin at 

7:30 and will end as near 10:00 p.m. as business permits.” 

• Dial-a-Prayer begun by Eddie Gardner 

• “Do” family arrived in Phelps from Asia 

• Refreshments were served at church council meetings by Marga-

ret Rector 

• Worship included occasional use of the Ritual of Friendship, the 

Sacred Service Dance Group. 

• Junior and Angel choir robe material was ordered. 

• Organ repair costing $1600. 

• The Echo organ was moved from the Methodist church to the Unit-

ed church. 

• There was a search or an associate pastor.  Rev. James F. Bender 

was called as co-minister. 

• There was conversation about sponsoring a family from Vietnam. 

• NEW ORGANIST hired, Steven Kane  

• 50 new Methodist hymnals were purchased. 

LOCAL 

EVENTS 

 

Phelps and 

Clifton 

Springs 

schools mer-

ger 

MINISTERS 

 

 

1974-1978 

Rev. Leonard 

Hackney 

(Methodist) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1975-1977 

Rev. Jim Bender 

(Presbyterian) 
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• STATISTICAL INFORMATION: 18 baptisms; 16 funerals; 11 wed-

dings; 27 new members; 12 deaths; 1 transfer of membership out; 

1 removal from membership by request 

 

1976 

• Received a bequest from Mrs. Alva Bailey ($10,000); invested with 

the interest to go to the Bailey Music Library Fund. 

• Fire alarm system installed in the service building. 

• No VBS because the community wasn’t interested. 

• Decided only members of the United Church of Phelps can help 

serve communion. 

• Worship 10-11 a.m.; coffee break 11:00-11:15 a.m.; 11:15 a.m.-

12:15 p.m. church school. Later returned to original worship time. 

• A church library was established. 

• A new piano was purchased and placed in the parlor. 

• Christian Education projects included: service project at Clifton 

Springs Hospital, a scrub-for-grub, swimming, adult fellowship/

swimming, family night picnic, and New Jersey Shore youth trip. 

• Mother-Daughter Banquet 

• Associate pastor James P. Bender expresses concerns about too 

few people doing too much, no enlargement of the base of really 

active and committed people, new ministries are slow to be devel-

oped  to meet the needs of people around the congregation and 

among the congregation. 

• Pastor Leonard P. Hackney expresses concern around co-pastors 

serving the church. 

• Statistical information:13 baptisms; 16 weddings; and 31 funerals. 

 

1977 

• The year started with a projected deficit of $6,300 and ended with 

a surplus. 

• Associate Pastor James Bender resigns. 

• Women’s Association fundraisers include Rotary luncheons, the 

Pie Booth at the Sauerkraut Festival, the annual bazaar. 

• Mother-Daughter Dessert 

• Storm windows were ordered for the Service Building. Outside of 

the Christian Education building was painted. The secretary’s of-

fice was painted. An automatic fire alarm system installed. 

MINISTERS 

New American 

Legion built on 

Rt. 96 just out-

side Village of 

Phelps 
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• Rev. Leonard Hackney announced his intended retirement on July 

1, 1978. 

• A search was begun for a Presbyterian pastor. 

• HIRED a part-time Religious Education Coordinator, Mrs. Edith 

Johnson. 

• Held a Senior Citizens Party for information on senior citizen pro-

grams was attended by senior citizens from the surrounding area. 

• The congregation voted in December to purchase a pipe organ at a 

cost of $60,000. 

• Statistical information: 11 baptisms; 9 weddings; 20 funerals; 3 

mew members; 9 transfers out; 10 deaths. 

 

1978 

• Sale of the manse 

• The trustees upgrade the original plans for a pipe organ to include 

additional pipes and parts for a cost of $72,593 and a value of 

$90,000 (by using parts from the old organs at both buildings).  

This was due to the generosity of a member. 

• Iron railing and concrete steps at the front entrance to the Service 

Building repaired. 

• 10 young people participate in confirmation class and join the 

church. 

• Ecumenical VBS held at St. Francis Catholic Church one week in 

June and held at UCP one week in August. 

• 12th graders participated in a summer youth program at Clifton 

Springs Hospital and  with extended care patients 

• Share-a-Saturday, social organization for adults in the church 

• “Imaginary” Bazaar 

• Membership on 12/31/78 was 690—adjusted to 345. 

 

1979 

• Installation of the new organ, redecorating the sanctuary, repair to 

the sanctuary roof and steeple. 

• Pastor’s office repainted, new carpeting, shelving brought down 

from the West Church and 2 files added to the offices. 

• Wooden signs made by Ken Clark to direct people to the church 

offices. 

• A business sized typewriter purchased for the church office. 

MINISTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1979-1986 

Rev. David R. 

Wright 

(Presbyterian) 
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• Ontario Telephone Company donated a used address-o-graph 

machine. 

• Policy made: use of the building by non-profit organizations 

charge of $15 for half a day and $30 for a full day. 

• Energy policy adopted: groups or committees will meet in private 

homes when possible, the Sanctuary will not be used on Sundays 

when the temperature is 10 degrees or below, the rear doors to 

the sanctuary will not be used except for exit and emergencies 

during the coldest winter days, and a curtain was placed at the 

bottom of the balcony stairs to hold heat in the sanctuary-balcony 

area. 

• Cellulose wood fiber insulation added in the sanctuary attic area, 

the service building attic area and annex buildings sidewalls and 

attic area. 

• HIRED Barbara Schafer as part-time secretary.  

• WE CARE II—sponsored a Laotian refugee family of 8 as a com-

munity project. The family lived with Bob and Sandy Chapa until a 

home was ready for them. 

• VBS held in June 

• Summer youth program 

• Strawberry coffee hour in June 

• Christmas tea for patients of the extended care unit at the Clifton 

Springs Hospital 

• Health and Service committee paint parts of houses for members 

and friends of members who needed assistance 

• Cassettes of Sunday services distributed to shut-ins 

• Mother’s Morning Out program 

• Statistical information: 3 adult baptisms; 9 children’s baptisms; 66 

new members;  11 deaths of members; 5 transferred to another 

church; 4 removed from membership.  Total membership: 736 

 

1980   (TO BE CONTINUED—SEARCHING FOR MINUTES BOOKS) 

 

MINISTERS 

8 year war in Iran 


