
 

 
ONE VOICE 

Newsletter of The United Church of Phelps 
58 Main Street 

Phelps, NY 14532 
315-548-2772 

 

www.unitedchurchofphelps.org 

June 8th, 2020 

FROM THE PASTOR: 
How do we live resurrected lives?  “We do this by gathering in congregations and regular worship before our life-
giving God and our death-defeating Christ and our life-abounding Holy Spirit.  We do it by reading, pondering, teach-
ing, and preaching the Word of Life as it is revealed in our Scriptures.  We do it by baptizing men, women, and chil-
dren in the name of the Trinity, nurturing them into a resurrection life.  We do it by eating the life of Jesus in the 
bread and wine of the Eucharist.  We do it by visiting prisoners, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, welcoming 
the stranger, healing the sick, working for justice, loving our enemies, raising our children, doing our everyday work 
to the glory of God.”  (Living the Resurrection by Eugene Peterson, p.50) 
 

Look at the above list of HOW we live resurrected lives.  What do you find?  Words like: 
• Gathering 
• Regular worship 
• Reading 
• Pondering 
• Teaching 
• Preaching 
• Baptizing 
• Nurturing 
• Eating 
• Visiting 
• Feeding 
• Clothing 
• Welcoming 
• Healing 
• Working for justice 
• Loving 
• Raising our kids 
• Everyday work 
 

What in this list cannot be done by you?  Very little.  Your gifts/my gifts may lead us to doing different parts of these 
tasks well, but these items are ordinary, everyday life things done by children, teens, and adults.  OK, so maybe you 
don’t preach – but the BEST sermon is a lifestyle lived for Jesus, so maybe you do preach.  My point is that even our 
youngest children can love and eat. 
 

The unfortunate thing is that we get distracted in many ways.   Spouses need to be cared for. Children need atten-
tion and these days help and encouragement to do their school work at home.  The news catches our attention and 
we get so caught up that we watch it continually, even if it is depressing and not life-giving. Pets need to be taken 
out, fed, and given attention. Dinner needs to be made. Our jobs demand our attention. Emergencies happen.  And 
on and on. It is very difficult to remain focused and centered on God while living in this imperfect manifestation of 
God’s Kingdom! When we most definitely need to remain connected with God is the exact time that we find it most 
difficult to do so. 
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Life-giving, Christ-honoring motions take time, energy, and persistent attention!  If our heart isn’t in our resurrected 
living, we are just going through the motions.  I have wrestled with this throughout my own life.  I love God, but 
sometimes I feel burdened by life and drift away from the things that give me life and energy.  These are not good 
times for me – or for anyone – but life happens.  As I have struggled to figure out the best way for me to stay cen-
tered, I have come to several conclusions: 
 

 The prime person in my life is God and God is the One I need to spend time with, worship, and serve. 
 If I am doing what God wants me to do, what I am gifted to do, it will be fun-filled, pleasurable (for the 

most part), and enjoyable, giving me life and energy. 
 When I find that I am feeling burdened by something, I need to stop doing that and move on.  I cannot 

live a resurrected life by doing things that wear me out or that I find I am complaining about – whether to 
myself or to others. 

 I need to feed my own soul before I can nurture others’ souls. 
 I pray daily for God to keep me focused! 

I challenge you this week to figure out what is distracting you from God or discouraging you from giving God your 
best.  Ask God what God wants you to focus on and follow that lead for a joy-filled, resurrection life!  And if you need 
help, please ask!   

God bless!  Ellen 

Flag Day is Sunday, June 14! This annual holi-

day celebrates the history and symbolism of the Amer-

ican flag. Flag Day is a celebration of the American flag 

that occurs each year on the anniversary of the flag’s 

official adoption, June 14. What we know fondly as the 

“Stars and Stripes” was adopted by the Continental 

Congress as the official American flag on June 14, 1777, 

in the midst of the Revolutionary War. Colonial troops 

fought under many different flags with various sym-

bols and slogans. Flag Day was first celebrated in 

1877—on the flag’s 100th birthday—and persists to-

day.  Flag Day is not an official federal holiday, but its 

observance is traditionally proclaimed each year by 

the President of the United States. The first official na-

tional flag had 13 white stars on a blue field and 13 al-

ternating red and white stripes—both representing 

the 13 original colonies. Today, there are 50 stars, one 

for each state in the Union, but the 13 stripes remain.  
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Office is open currently 

Mon, Tues, Thurs 9-2:30 

Until June 29th. 

 

Summer Hours begin June 29th 

Mon, Tues & Thurs. 9-12pm 

 

There is a limit of 10 people allowed at a time 

in the office area. Masks are required and a 

hand sanitizing station has been set up as you 

enter the office door. Thank you for your un-

derstanding as these are state given guide-

lines. 

Questions or concerns or if you need  
additional hours: 

 

315-548-2772 
unitedchurch@ottcmail.com 

 



August 10th is the DEADLINE for bring stuff in for the  

“Whale of a Sale” 

You may drop off your donations Mon-Fri 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 

The tentative dates for “Whale of a Sale” are possibly the last week in  

August or first week in September. Donations are still needed! 

Please make sure all items are washed. Please limit one bag/box of clothes 

and books per family! If you have any questions on donations you may  

contact Christina & Eddie Albrecht at calbrecht831@yahoo.com 

If you need a different time than specified you may call or text Frank to set 

up a time @ 585-354-4126 to drop items off. 

Baby Bottle Fundraiser! 
(Began Mother’s Day and ends Father’s Day) 

 

For those who have baby bottles, please bring your full bottles back to church on  or before  

Father’s Day – Sunday, June 21st Baby bottles are available at the church if needed. 
 

The Family Hope Center is committed to providing compassion, information and support to anyone facing an 

unplanned pregnancy. We are here to listen and help you face challenges with confidence and hope. We are 

committed to providing you with accurate information about pregnancy, fetal development, abortion proce-

dures and risks, lifestyle issues, and any related concerns all at no cost. 

 

The United Church of Phelps  

Chicken & Pork BBQ 
June 20

th
 at Methodist Park 

(next to Vienna Gardens) 
 

$10 Dinner includes:  
Pork Steak or Chicken Half,  Salt Potatoes, Cole-

slaw, Roll, Dessert 
Orders must be in by June 15

th 

 
Email orders to: ucpchickenbbq@gmail.com 

Please include: Name, order, phone # 

A confirmation email will be sent with a pickup 

time. 

 *You may call the church ONLY if you do not have 

an email at 315-548-2772,thank you for                 

Understanding. 

*Social Distancing and protective measures  

Holy Ghost 

   Holy Ghost encircles, empowers, works its way 

inside you. If your rich or poor, black or white, 

no matter what you do. 

   Holy Ghost gives us new sight and makes us 

see new light. Things that appeared dingy and 

dark become shinny and bright. 

   Holy Ghost is love, comfort, peace for our souls 

and mind. When life is rough and we are dealing 

with a very hard time. 

   Holy Ghost changes our outlook on life, as you 

believe in Him. You see a new, enter in you, that 

helps you try not to sin. 

   Holy Ghost helps us to be wise, comforting, to 

love and adore. To be a new and different you, 

more than you ever been before. 

   Holy Ghost helps you to be laughing, loving, 

kind and caring. He helps you to now and al-

ways, be giving, loving and sharing. 

   Holy Ghost helps us to be more than we ever 

thought we could be. Just stop, look, listen, ask 

God for forgiveness, He’ll set your soul free. 

   Holy Ghost gives light, wisdom to change your 

life. Here’s a toast, for all of us to believe in the 

Father, Son and the Holy Ghost. 
 Thanks to the Father, Son and Holy Ghost ~ Linda Wood 



The United Church of  Phelps  
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58 Main Street - Phelps NY  14532 
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Our Mission Statement – “The United Church of Phelps reaches out and welcomes all people so they may 
worship God passionately, become people of prayer, develop a deep faith, demonstrate faith through  
service, and share their faith.” 
 

 

 
*Those able may stand.                           Boldface text is said in unison 
 

*Please remember to fill out the pink slips before worship. 
                                                                                              
PRAISE SONGS            
           

In Christ Alone 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found 

He is my light, my strength, my song 

This Cornerstone, this solid ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love, what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 

My Comforter, my All in All 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless babe 

This gift of love and righteousness 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 

'Til on that cross as Jesus died 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live, I live 
 

There in the ground His body lay 

Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious Day 

Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
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No guilt in life, no fear in death 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell, no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

Till He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 



WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CENTERING MUSIC       Beautiful Savior          
               Arr. Lani Smith    Tune: SCHONSTER Herr Jesue/traditional Silesian melody 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Loving God, we come to you in worship and thanksgiving. You are greater than we can understand. 

Open our eyes that we may see the wonderful truths you have shown to us in Jesus. 

You are more loving than our hearts can respond to. 

Help us to give ourselves to you in worship so that we learn what you want us to be. 

You are wiser than we can know. 

Still our minds as we worship you so that we can understand the things you are saying to us. 

Loving God, In Jesus you chose to come to the world in humility. 

You chose the path the world saw as foolish. 

You used what the world considered weak. 

We worship and adore you. 

 
  * SONG             Rock of Ages 
 

   Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 
From Thy wounded side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure; 
Save from wrath and make me pure. 

 

   Not the labor of my hands 
Can fulfill Thy law's demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

 

   Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to the cross I cling; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless look to Thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

 

  While I draw this fleeting breath, 
  When mine eyes shall close in death, 
  [originally When my eye-strings break in death] 
  When I soar to worlds unknown, 
  See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 
  Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
  Let me hide myself in Thee.  
 

CONFESSION                                                                                                                                       

Gracious Father, the God of life, teach us ever more to respect and love all the lives you create.  

Forgive us our lack of concern and love for those who are born with impairments, who are rejected 

by their parents. Teach us to open our hearts to all you children – no matter what their age, no mat-

ter what their skin color, no matter what ethnicity, no matter what. Forgive us when we are negli-

gent and uncaring for those who are elderly, for those who are forgotten in nursing homes, who 

merely exist in their old age, who cannot afford medical care, who suffer from a careless society.  

Teach us to open our hearts, to open our churches, to visit the lonely, to bring your love into their 

lives on this earth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 



SILENT PRAYER 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                                                                                                                           
Christ is our peace; he has made one those who are divided. He has broken down the barriers of separa-

tion by his death and has built us up into one body with God. To all who repent and believe, he has prom-

ised reconciliation.  Live as people reconciled through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME:   
 

“HEAD, SHOULDERS, KNEES AND TOES” 
 

Head and shoulders, knees and toes, 
Knees and toes 

Head and shoulders knees and toes, 
Knees and toes 

Eyes and ears and mouth and nose, 
Head and shoulders, knees and toes 

Knees and toes 

 
GOD’S WORD               Colossians 3:1-17         
 
MESSAGE                     Shaking My Fist 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for-

ever. Amen.     

 
 SONG              Let There Be Peace on Earth 
 
Let there be peace on earth 

And let it begin with me 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 

The peace that was meant to be 

With God as our Father 

Brothers all are we 

Let me walk with my brother 

In perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me 

Let this be the moment now. 

With ev'ry step I take 

Let this be my solemn vow 

To take each moment and live 

Each moment in peace eternally 

Let there be peace on earth 

And let it begin with me     

       
* BLESSING                                                                                                                                                                        
  
DEPARTING MUSIC        Blest Be the Tie that Binds    
                                            Arr. Franklin Ritter   Tune: DENNIS by V.G. Nageli  
 


