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FROM THE TRANSITIONAL PASTOR    PART 4 

Over the past three weeks, we have spent time thinking about Psalm 139, specifically how God created 
each one of us.  The end of this Psalm is more difficult – at least for me – to deal with.  Let’s look at it: 
 

19 O God, if only you would destroy the wicked! Get out of my life, you murderers!  
20 They blaspheme you; your enemies misuse your name.  
21 O LORD, shouldn’t I hate those who hate you? Shouldn’t I despise those who oppose you?  
22 Yes, I hate them with total hatred, for your enemies are my enemies.  
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  
24 Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life.  
 

As you grow spiritually, you will be more confused and confounded by those who find no importance in 
having a relationship with God.  And you will be tempted to ask what the  psalmist asks here:  Shouldn’t I 
hate those who hate you, God?  Shouldn’t I despise those who oppose you, God?”  
 

Note that the psalmist admits to hating God’s enemies and then asks God to search his heart and his 
thoughts, pointing out to him anything that might offend God.  Let’s think about this from the perspective of 
a follower of Jesus. When asked what the greatest commandment was, Jesus tells us to LOVE: love the 
Lord our God with all our being and love others as we love ourselves.  Love and hate cannot happen at the 
same time!  If you love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, it is virtually impossible to 
hate them. 
 

Yet we all find those whose actions cause us to not like them, maybe even to hate them – or at least we 
say we hate them.  God, search my heart, test me, and know my thoughts.  Point out anything in me that 
offends you. Grant me your wisdom to follow the path of everlasting life, which includes the command from 
Jesus to love.  
 

Maybe we need to look back at the beginning of Psalm 139 and what we were told about God there: 
God created each person and knows each person intimately.  
God knows what each person is going to say before it is said. 
God, even though God knows us intimately, still chooses to bless each one. 
There is no way a person can escape or hide from God. 
God desires the opportunity to guide each person, even when that person is trying to run from God. 
God’s thoughts about each person are precious and cannot be numbered. 
While all of us would like to have difficult people removed from our lives, perhaps God has allowed 

them to be part of our lives for a purpose unknown to us.  Perhaps to share God’s love with the per-
son.  Perhaps to point out something in our own lives that needs changing.  Perhaps for some un-
known reason. 

 

What are you hearing God say to you about those you “hate” or those you think hate God?  What is God 
inviting you to do for this person?  Where is God trying to use these “sandpaper” people in your life? 
 

Jesus said we are not to repay evil for evil but we are to pray for our enemies and those who persecute us.  
Something very difficult to do! 
 

I pray that this exercise at looking deeply at a psalm has been helpful for you and brought you closer to 
God!   

          God bless!  Ellen 

May 11th 2020 



 

Please continue to send in your tithes and offerings. You 

can do so by mail, 58 Main Street Phelps, NY 14532 or 

drop it by in the mail box. We are trying so very hard to 

get to where we need to be. Covid-19 has definitely 

changed the way we are currently doing things but we 

are a resilient and strong congregation and we GREATLY 

appreciate any and all support you can give. 

We want to give a HUGE THANK YOU to all who 

have been giving. 

 

Please 
Remember 

Your 

Below is a summary of our financial report through April 30, 2020.  We have spent $15,853 more than we have re-
ceived in for the year.  We are averaging about $4,000 per month in spending more than we are receiving.  If this pace 
continues, we will be at a negative $48,000 by the end of the year.  Our expenses are below budget and everyone is 
doing all they can to control costs.  Our pledges are keeping pace with budget but our fundraising, loose, unpledged 
giving and interest are all short of the budget. 
 

Shelly Bengtson worked VERY HARD to get us a $9,129 PPP Loan/Grant through SBA.  If we use this money to pay pay-
roll and utilities over the next 8 weeks then the loan is “forgiven” and we don’t have to pay it back.  We shouldn’t have 
any problem doing that but we will be monitoring this and will apply for forgiveness of the loan at the end of the 8 
weeks. THANK YOU SO MUCH SHELLY!!!!! 
 

Any questions please contact Stewardship and Finance Chairperson Betsy Bourne – 

THE UNITED CHURCH OF PHELPS           
TREASURER'S MONTHLY RE-
PORT  April 2020     

        

Beg Balance @ March 31, 2020  $     (11,914.21) (this means we have spent more than we have received in for this year) 

        

   YEAR TO DATE 2020 Budget 
remaining to be 

collected 

% of budg-
et remain-
ing   

RECEIPTS           

Envelopes - Pledged Giving  $       22,871.53  $           68,000.00 
 $              
45,128.47 66%   

Unpledged Giving  $         4,645.00  $           21,000.00 
 $              
16,355.00 78%   

Loose & Other  $             634.00  $             2,800.00 
 $                
2,166.00 77%   

All other  $         9,929.48  $           50,746.28 
 $              
40,816.80 80%   

  Total Receipts through 
04/30/20  $       38,080.01  $         142,546.28 

 $           
104,466.27 73% 

we should be 
at 67% 

        

        

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 
THROUGH 04/30/20  $       53,933.09  $         142,546.28 

 $              
88,613.19 62% 

we should be 
at 67% 

        

ENDING BALANCE @ 04/30/20  $     (15,853.08) (this means we have spent more than we have received in for this year) 

            



Let’s kick off our first fundraiser with a BANG! Who has a stock pile of cans and bottles that you 

have not been able to return? Here is the perfect way to get rid of them and help the church. To 

make it as convenient as possible, there will be several places you can bring your cans and bottles. 

Starting the week of May 11
th

 you may bring them to: 

• Pat Hemminger’s home, 29 Main Street Phelps, back by the red barn with a big —there will 

be a big crate to drop them off at. 

• You can drop them at the church.  

• ALSO, Coon Can’s will be opening starting Monday May 11
th

 at 9:00 a.m. Their hours will be 

Mon-Fri 9:00 am - 5:30 pm and Saturdays 8:00 am - 4:00 .pm. You may drop them off there and 

just specify that you would like the money to go to “The United Church of Phelps”.  

• There has been account set up at GoGREEN redemption in Clifton Springs by Dollar General as 

well, if they decide to open. Just specify the money to go to “The United Church of Phelps”. 

Thank you EVERYBODY! LET’S MAKE THIS FIRST FUNDRAISER COUNT! 

The United Church of Phelps 

BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE 

WE NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU: 
 

If you or if you know of someone with a prayer concern please contact the office by 
phone 351-548-2772 or email unitedchurch@ottcmail.com  

If it is a spiritual emergency, please call Ellen on her cell 315-521-2593  
 

                          Please reach out to us and let us all pray for you! 

Although we have not set a new date for this great fundraiser, we 

are still accepting donations, so if you have done any spring clean-

ing and have things you no longer need but are still useful, bring 

them over to the church. Starting May 11th 
(apologize for last weeks 

mis-print) you many bring in your gently used items to the church,   

Monday thru Friday 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Please make sure all 

items are washed. Please limit one bag/box of clothes and books 

per family! If you have any questions on donations you may con-

tact Christina & Eddie Albrecht at calbrecht831@yahoo.com 

If you need a different time than specified you may call or text 

Frank to set up a time @ 585-354-4126 



 
The United Church of Phelps  

 

Boldface text is said in unison 
 
PRAISE SONGS 
     
God is On the Move by 7eventh Time Down 
 

Anytime a heart turns from darkness to light 

Anytime temptation comes and someone stands to fight 

Anytime somebody lives to serve and not be served 

I know, I know, I know, I know 

God is on the move, on the move 

Hallelujah 

God is on the move 

In many mighty ways 

God is on the move, on the move 

Hallelujah 

God is on the move 

On the move today 

Anytime in weakness someone falls upon their knees 

Or dares to speak the truth that sets men free 

Anytime the choice is made to stand upon the Word 

I know, I know, I know, I know 

God is on the move, on the move 

Hallelujah 

God is on the move 

In many mighty ways 

God is on the move, on the move 

Hallelujah 

God is on the move 

On the move today 

I see your generation standing on the truth 

In each and everyday saying God is on the move 

Anytime the Gospel stirs a searching souls  

And someone says "send me, here I go" 

I know, I know, I know, I know 

God is on the move, on the move 

Hallelujah 

God is on the move 

In many mighty ways  

God is on the move, on the move 

Hallelujah 

May 17
th

, 2020                    6th Sunday of Easter                   10:50 AM 

God is on the move 

On the move today 

God is on the move, on the move 

Hallelujah 

God is on the move 

In many mighty ways  

God is on the move, on the move 

Hallelujah 

God is on the move 

On the move today 

I see your generation standing on the truth 

In each and everyday saying God is on the 

move 



Boldface text is said in unison 
                  
WELCOME 
 
CENTERING MUSIC 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Loving God, we have gathered in our various homes to meet you. 

We have come to listen to you, to seek you, to worship you. 

You are the beginning of all things, the life of all things; you knew us before we were born. 

In you we become; in you we live. 

Loving God, you are here and everywhere, around us and within us; you know our inmost thoughts. 

In you we hope; in you we live. 

You are the source of serenity, giving peace that is beyond our understanding. 

In you we are still; in you we live. 

Loving God, we live in you; we worship you. 

Loving God, you live in us; we worship you. 

                                            
* SONG                  Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 

Which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 

Through the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see, 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 

Perfect in pow’r in love, and purity. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!  

 

CONFESSION                                                                                                                            
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 

mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 

from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  Against you, you 

alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sen-

tence and blameless when you pass judgement. You desire truth in the inward being; therefore 

teach me wisdom in my secret heart.  Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my  



iniquities.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.  Do 

not cast me from your presence, and do not take your Holy Spirit from me.  We ask this in the 

name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                                                                                                                           
God’s Word of grace is for all who turn from their sin in sorrow and for all who turn to God in hope. 

Believe the good news: We are accepted; we are forgiven; we are loved.  This gift of grace is from 

God! Thanks be to God! 

 
GOD’S WORD                       Romans 13 
 
MESSAGE              Dressing Yourself 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

* SONG                    Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine 
 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of His Spirit, washed of His blood 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

Angels descending bring from above, echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest;  

Watching and waiting, looking above, filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
*BLESSING 

 


