
 

From the Transitional Pastor: 

 

"I need to worship because without it I can forget that I have a Big God beside me and live in fear. I need to wor-

ship because without it I can forget his calling and begin to live in a spirit of self-preoccupation. I need to worship 

because without it I lose a sense of wonder and gratitude and plod through life with blinders on. I need worship 

because my natural tendency is toward self-reliance and stubborn independence." ~ John Ortberg 

 

   Labor Day weekend – where has the summer gone to?  I am preparing for the fall and our return to the 
sanctuary for weekly worship.  Who could have guessed it would be six months from the time I told you we 
needed to stay home and stay safe and a time when we would be able to safely return to the sanctuary for 
worship?  I knew it would be months – but six months is a long time. 
 

   What have you done to continue to grow spiritually closer to God during this time?  Perhaps you are 
watching worship services online.  Maybe you are spending more time reading the Bible and praying.  Oth-
ers of you may be listening to Christian radio stations or Christian programs on the television.  And still oth-
ers of you might have decided none of the above was for you and you have not found a good way to wor-
ship God. 
 

   I think one of the most difficult things about this season has been the lack of worship in person so we can 
be challenged to grow and we can reach out to others with the things we are struggling with.  God did not 
create us to be alone, but to be in relationship with Him and with others. I believe that is the one thing I 
have heard the most from people during this time: the lack of social interaction and the toll it has taken on 
all of us. 
 

   But now we can return to worship in person and I want you to be prepared for what that will be like.  Dur-
ing the six months we have been mostly separated from one another, things have changed!  Praise God, 
New York state has been under 1% of new COVID-19 cases for weeks now.  The reason for this has been 
our diligence in washing our hands, wearing masks, social distancing, and doing routine things in a new 
and safe way.   
 

   God has been doing a new thing during this time when we have had to rely on technology for worship.  
Many people from all over the place (even as far as New Orleans) are watching our worship services – 
both Sunday morning and contemporary – regularly.  The mission of this congregation to share the good 
news of Jesus Christ has grown tremendously.  Worship will continue to be videoed and posted on 
YouTube – except it will be videoed live and posted as soon after worship as Eddie is able to do so.  Watch 
for it Sunday afternoons starting September 20, if you choose to continue to stay home for worship. 
 

   When coming to worship, please enter the sanctuary through the ramp door, sign in for COVID-19 tracing 
(just like we do at the park), place your offering in the offering plate located at the door, pick up communion 
elements on the weeks we celebrate communion, and find a place to sit in a pew that is open for you to sit 
in.   Please check on one another and catch up with people you haven’t seen in a long while…. Just please 
refrain from touching others in any way. Prepare yourself to worship together again in a fresh, creative ser-
vice with an attitude of gratitude for our Big God staying beside us as we have been isolated and bringing 
us back together again. 
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   I am so excited to be able to lead worship in your presence!  The hardest part of COVID-19 for me has 
been trying to preach in the style I prefer with very few people in the sanctuary to worship with.  I cherish 
the ability to answer your questions. I want to know where God is nudging you, what you don’t understand, 
how I can help you grow in your relationship with God.   
 

   There will be special music each Sunday morning.  Kay is working on finding a way for us to enjoy music 
together without community singing. 
 

   Worship will start with praise music, as usual, at 10:50 a.m.  If you prefer not to be part of that, announce-
ments will be around 11:00 a.m. and will be both verbal, on the screen, and on Facebook/the web site.  All 
the liturgy will be shown on the screen – being bulletin-less will be a new thing.  
 

   The Leadership Team and Trustees have been meeting in the fellowship hall over the summer and we 
have figured out how to have safe meetings in the building again.  No more zoom meetings unless you re-
quest them.  Sunday School, including a class for adults who wish to learn more about the Bible (especially 
for those who feel ignorant about the Bible), starts up September 20 at 9:30 a.m.  Entrance for Sunday 
School is at the ramp entrance with COVID-19 sign in.  Small groups will be meeting to discuss learnings 
about the timeline.  Other small groups will begin using the building, both church groups and community 
groups. 
 

   So prepare yourself to return to worship this fall and for activities to resume “as normal”!  Reread the 
quote at the top of this article.  Let’s remind ourselves that we have a Big God beside us, so there is no 
need to fear.  Let’s remind ourselves that we are each called to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ 
with others and stop focusing on what we can’t do and how inconvenienced we are.  Let us return to the 
wonder of God, the gratitude we have for all He has done for us over the past six months, and revive our-
selves spiritually! According to Philippians 4:13, we can do all things through Christ, who gives us 
strength! I am rejoicing at thinking about seeing you soon!   

     
 

PS: Thank you to those of you who have expressed an appreciation for the weekly newsletters!  The staff 
and I wanted to keep us all linked in some manner and we have worked long hours to make sure that hap-
pened.  Feedback on what worked and what didn’t work is helpful, for this has been a huge learning experi-

ence for all of us.  With weekly worship happening again, the newsletters will go to monthly once again. 

God bless! Ellen 

Sunday September 20th, 2020 

In service Sunday worship will begin at 10:50-11:30 Sunday school begins at 9:30 a.m. till 10:30 a.m.  

*There will be NO nursery or breakout during Sunday worship*  

Acolytes and Lay readers will be needed for these upcoming Sunday services. If you would like to volunteer 
please contact Hope Albrecht at 315-945-8812(cell). She can answer all questions about the changes made so we 

may still have people do these during service safely.  
 

ALL COVID-19 guidelines will be observed and followed as with Contemporary services and past outdoor services. 

Mask will be worn at ALL times and social distancing of 6 ft between  non-co-habitating families is a must. A for-

mal guideline policy will available at the church, outside the pastor’s office, as are all the church safety guide-

line/polices. It is so wonderful to be able to come back to our house of worship. We want everyone to be and feel 

safe while doing so. Any questions or concerns you can call the office at 315-548-2772. Please leave a message if 

it is outside office hours so we may return your call and answer any questions you may have. We want every-

body to feel safe and good about returning to worship. 



  During COVID-19, a number of new people have been joining us in worhip;  when 
we return to worship in the sanctuary, these folk may decide to try out worship-
ing in person with us.  As a member or long time friend of the church, please look 
around you each week to see if there is someone whom you do not know.  Be 
bold and walk up to them, introducing yourself.  If you are concerned that the 
person started before our stay home/stay safe stint, a safe way to approach them 
is to welcome them to worship and acknowledge that they might have been wor-
shiping with us before, but with COVID-19 you are unsure so you wanted to be 
sure to welcome them. 

We believe we are a friendly congregation, but to someone who has never attended here, there is a “friendly rating 
score” that goes something like this (with 0 being an ice cold church and 5 being a friendly, welcoming church): 

0  -  No one spoke to me at all, not even the pastor. Definitely NOT returning! 
1  -  One or two people spoke to me, including the pastor, but others ignored me.  Most likely I am not com-
fortable with returning here because not many people care. 
2  -  A few people spoke to me but they didn’t really want to get to know me. Maybe I will return and give 
them a second chance. 
3  -   I might come back to church but they are not overly friendly.  The people I spoke with seemed sort of 
friendly but I am not sure. 
4  -   Wow! People asked not only my name but also things about me and invited me to join them in a small 
group.  This is pretty awesome!  I will be back. 
5  -   Oh my goodness!  I was greeted by so many genuine people who hoped I would come back to worship 
and participate in the ministry of the church! They want to help me find my niche in the congregation.  I will 
definitely be back. 
 

Let’s make sure we rate a 5 each Sunday with all people who are joining us – whether they have been coming for a 
while but you don’t know their name or they are newly joining us! 

This fall's sermon series is based on questions raised by many people before and during the COVID-
19 event.  Starting September 20 and going through November 22, topics will include: Who Created 
God?; Can God Make Mistakes?; Where Did Jesus Come From?; Why Did Jesus Have to Die?; What 
is the Big Deal about Jesus' Resurrection?; Who Is the Holy Spirit?; What Do I Have to Do to Be Sure 
I Will Go to Heaven?; Why Did God Created Satan or Where did evil come from?; Why Does God Let 
Bad Things Happen?; and Why Do People Get Sick?.  Have a question that I didn't address in this se-
ries?  Let me know and I will try to include it somewhere.  Want to discuss any of these topics in 
more detail?  I am willing to meet with anyone interested on Tuesdays over a bring-a-bag-lunch 

meeting from noon to 1 p.m.             Ellen 



  

The United Church of 
Phelps Annual Holiday 

Bazaar is fast ap-
proaching!! This fun-

packed event is now 
scheduled for the           
1 s t  w e e k e n d  o f           

November: November 
6th & 7th see times above. All monies raised 

are 100% for the mission and programs of 
this church. 
 

     
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
We need crafts so anyone that likes to knit, 
crochet, sew, paint, build… Anything crafty, 

please bring your ideas to Jane Pedersen or 
Linda Kataskas. Please be thinking about 

what you would like to share. We love 
canned, pickled, preserved items, and hand-
made creations.  Please be watching for 

more information in October’s newsletter. 
For information please contact Jane or Lin-

da via email at linda.kataskas@gmail.com or 
janelped@gmail.com 

2020 Holiday Bazaar 

Friday, November 6th 3-7pm 

Saturday, November 7th 8:30-2pm 

 

It’s that time of 

year! Our church will 

again  

participate in  

               

Operation Christmas Child!  

 Boxes will be available  

October 25th. Please return by  

Sunday, November 15th to be  

dedicated and then sent into the world! 

A small shoebox can teach a child about the 

love of God,  

lead him or her to faith in Christ, inspire pas-

tors, and plant new churches. What goes into  

the box is fun, but what  

comes out is eternal. 

See Dawn Norton with any questions. 

Need a ride to the polls 
on November 3rd? 

Barb Deisenring has 
graciously offered to 
bring people to and 
from the poll here in 
Phelps. Just call and 
leave a message and 

she will call you back to 
set up a time. 

315-548-8068 

Nov. 3rd 

2020 

 

Frank will not be at the 

church on Thursdays. He 

may still be reached for 

maintenance emergen-

cies on his cell.  

585-354-4126 

 

 

For additional on-goings and information here are the 
websites for the Geneva Presbytery Church and United 
Methodist Church.  

presbyteryofgeneva.org   

(Go to the “Newsletter” tab at top) 
 

unyumc.org   

(Go to the “News” tab at top then to weekly digest) 



Monday Afternoon Prayer & 

Answer for last newsletter: 

Did you figure out who Mr. & Mrs. “X” 

were? Did the clue about their first 

names both beginning with the same      

alphabet letter help you figure it out? 

The mystery couple is  

Don & Dawn Pierce 

Now for this month’s “Who Am I?” 

I represent the younger members of The United Church of Phelps. To get to the point, here are 

some of the things I enjoy: Word search puzzles; listening to country music; collecting & trading 

cards and I enjoy hunting and fishing. I have done a bit of traveling (Toronto, Pennsylvania & New 

York City) I follow sports but do not follow football or hockey. Most everyone will have to look UP 

to see my hazel eyes. I graduated from Midlakes where I played baseball & soccer. I also attended 

Finger Lakes Community College where I got my Liberal Arts degree. WHO AM I?  

The answer will be in October’s newsletter or if you can’t wait, you can call  

315-548-7020.  

If interested in being a mystery person for the “Who Am I?” column, call and speak with            

MaryAnn Gier at  315-548-7020. 



        

  
“We will have space for just three families, and 

that is where we will start. Because we have been 

able to move families to self-sufficiency in about 8 

weeks, three families in two months will turn into 

6 families helped and 2 months later will become 

9 families, and within a year we will have stabi-

lized 16 families. We won’t shake our head and 

say we are powerless to create change, we will be 

part of the solution, and you will be too.”  

  Brenda Spratt, Executive Director 

  Our Annual Bed Race went virtual this year and was 

a BIG success thanks to the help of area businesses 

and 14 race teams.  In total the event raised $32,000 

for services to homeless families.   

 

Timeline Meetings 

If you didn't sign up for one of the Timeline 
meeting options, someone from the Out-
reach Team will be connecting with you to 
get you involved in one of them.  It is VERY 
important that all members and friends 
(even those who have trouble getting 
around can participate by setting up a visit 
from me to share your thoughts) to partici-
pate as we move forward in our preparation 
for a new called and installed pastor.  You 
can still get your tear-off sheet with your  
options for meetings to Missy! You can find 
the timeline on our website.  Looking for-
ward to meeting with each one of you!   

    Ellen 

 

The United Church of Phelps 
BAG MEAL PROGRAM 

58 Main Street 
Phelps NY 14532 

 
 

FREE for EVERYONE! 11:00 am –1:00 pm 
The BAG MEAL PROGRAM has been running since March 
16th! Here are the numbers of the people this wonderful 

program has served: 
 

Date: 
July 27-23  103 meals 
August 3-7  108 meals 
August 10-14    97 meals 
August 17-21  115 meals 
August 24-28  148 meals   
TOTAL   2747 meals! 

 

A very special thanks to Kathy Tubbs, Tammy       
Ruginstein, Phyllis Wagner, Linda DeWeaver, Amy 
Brown, Valerie Allen, BJ Hicks, Peg Carlson, Frank 
VanNostrand and everyone that helped to get this 
program up and going to the wonderful success it 
is. Also thank you to EVERYONE that has and con-
tinues to send support. 

This program has been such a success because of 
ALL of YOU! THANK YOU! 



 

 Week 1  Introduction  

 Week 2  Why Did Jesus Come to Earth? 

 Week 3  What’s the Problem? 

 Week 4  Not All Poverty is Created Equal 

 Week 5  Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor, and Their  
     Assets 

 Week 6  McDevelopment: Over 2.5 Billion People         
     not served 

 Week 7  In Our Backyard 

 Week 8  On Your Mark, Get Set, Go! 

This short term group will meet October through November, ending before Thanksgiving, and is expected to be a 
discussion-based group on how to help those who need help without hurting either them or ourselves.  While the 
discussions are based on the book When Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty without Hurting the Poor … and 
Yourself by Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert, you will not need to read it in order to participate well in the sessions. 
(The book can be purchased on Amazon for around $10, if you choose to order one for yourself.)  The topic for the 
sessions are listed above. (Week 1 - Week 8) 

Part of this book discusses global mission work, but this study will focus primarily on our own backyard – Phelps and 
the surrounding area. At the end of the study, the anticipated outcome will be looking at how we are doing mis-
sion/outreach now and where we want to go over the next five years.  Open to anyone, including community 
folks!  Days and times are listed below for those interested in participating in the group. The date/time with the 
most signed up will be when this group will get together. Be sure to fill out all info requested and return it Missy in 
the church office by Sunday September 27th.  

NAME:                                      

PHONE/EMAIL:                                                                          

          TUESDAY       

                       or       

       THURSDAY 

***New Member Class *** 

Ellen is preparing a series of three meetings for those 
who would like to know more about becoming a mem-
ber or  rethinking what membership is all about.  Clas-
ses will be held at a time convenient to those partici-
pating.  So far, Ellen has the names of several adults 
who are interested in joining.  If you are interested, 
please get your name to Ellen ASAP so she can set up 
the dates and times for classes.  Anyone can partici-
pate: members as well as people wanting to become a 
member.  If you are flexible about meetings, you do 
not need to give Ellen your name.  Watch next month’s 
newsletter for details on dates and times.  Each 
meeting will last 1 ½ hours.  Bring your questions!!!! 

 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
        OR 

   1:00-2:30 p.m. 

      OR 

   6:30-8:00 p.m. 


