April 18, 2021
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                        

CENTERING MUSIC               God So Loved the World  (arr. Lani Smith)
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD;

let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before him with thanksgiving

and extol him with music and song.

*SONG        Come, Christians, Join to Sing  (#158 Methodist)

Come, Christians, join to sing: Alleluia! Amen!

Loud praise to Christ our King: Alleluia! Amen!

Let all, with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice;

Praise is his gracious choice. Alleluia! Amen!

Come, lift your hearts on high:  Alleluia! Amen!
Let praises fill the sky: Alleluia! Amen!

HE is our guide and friend; to us he’ll condescend;

His love shall never end: Alleluia! Amen!

Praise yet the Lord again: Alleluia! Amen!

Life shall not end the strain: Alleluia! Amen!

On heaven’s blissful shore: his goodness we’ll adore,

Singing forevermore: Alleluia! Amen!
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
We search for joy and meaning in our world. We look for it in our careers, our social circles, and along many of our paths in life. But these things are often fleeting, and our search is unsustainable. God forgive us for not seeking Your kingdom first. Remove those blinders that prevent us from seeing what You are doing in the world and in our lives. Help us to have our eyes focused only on You. May we seek the ultimate treasure which is Your salvation. Help us to trust that we are a forgiven people, who find joy in the assurance that we are Yours. In Jesus’ Name we pray, Amen.
SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. (Psalm 103) Believe the good news that we are indeed forgiven!     
GOD’S  WORD
 (New Living Translation)      John 2:1-11
1 The next day there was a wedding celebration in the village of Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 
2 and Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the celebration. 
3 The wine supply ran out during the festivities, so Jesus’ mother told him, “They have no more wine.” 
4 “Dear woman, that’s not our problem,” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.” 
5 But his mother told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 
6 Standing nearby were six stone water jars, used for Jewish ceremonial washing. Each could hold twenty to thirty gallons. 
7 Jesus told the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” When the jars had been filled, 
8 he said, “Now dip some out, and take it to the master of ceremonies.” So the servants followed his instructions. 
9 When the master of ceremonies tasted the water that was now wine, not knowing where it had come from (though, of course, the servants knew), he called the bridegroom over. 
10 “A host always serves the best wine first,” he said. “Then, when everyone has had a lot to drink, he brings out the less expensive wine. But you have kept the best until now!” 
11 This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was the first time Jesus revealed his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 
MESSAGE        JOY!
PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER
Creator God, we look around us and are in awe of the wonders you have made for us.  You have provided not just for our needs but have blessed us with abundant gifts. There is beauty in the night sky with its enormity and beauty in the budding leaves on the trees and flowers.  The smell of the forsythia bush, a rainbow in the sky, the smell of rain, and the green springtime grass. Chicken BBQs, soft ice cream, and summer salads.  All of these give us joy! And you have given us yourself to fill us and bring us to full and abundant life.  For all these joyous gifts, we are deeply grateful.
You have shown your great love for all creation and so it is in confidence that we lift up to you those cares that are on our hearts.  We know you are already at work in people’s lives, healing the hurts of the world.  We join you as we lift up those with special needs this day: the ill, the hungry, the homeless, the grieving, the hopeless, the lost.  Grant us compassion for those who are suffering in any way.  We also lift  up to you those who have an abundance of joy in material items, food, and other blessings.  Grant them wisdom to know how to faithfully share what you have given them.  May you be with all who strive to follow Jesus faithfully each and every day.  Hear us now as we lift our voices in the prayer your Son taught us, saying:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

* BLESSING   
DEPARTING MUSIC          All Glory, Loved and Honor   (arr. James Pethel)
        NOTES:  

The Jesus Creed by Scot McKnight
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