
August 29, 2021 
 

CENTERING MUSIC    How Firm a Foundation   arr. Tom Birchwood                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Praise the Lord! 
Praise God in his sanctuary. 
Praise him in his mighty firmament! 
Praise him for his mighty deeds. 
Praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
 

*SONG        They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love (The Faith We Sing #2223) 
 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, 
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side, 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side, 
And we’ll guard human dignity and save human pride. 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come, 
And all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son, 
And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one: 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Gracious and loving God, open our hearts so that we are able to admit to you the fullness of our lives – that 
which is beautiful and good, and that which is hurtful and hateful.  We confess that we don not follow Jesus in 
all that we do. We love with condition. We judge and condemn. We cast the first stone and keep the logs in 
our own eyes. We do not turn to you as the source of our healing. Forgive us, we pray. Forgive our sin and 
empower us to be imitators of Christ in love and service. Amen. 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
Friends in Jesus Christ, know this: the mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting, and I remind you of this 
surpassing grace – in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen. 
 

GOD’S WORD  (New Living Translation)    
 

Matthew 25 
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the creation of the world.  
35 For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited 
me into your home.  



36 I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited 
me.’  
37 “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and 
give you something to drink?  
38 Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing?  
39 When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’  
40 “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and 
sisters, you were doing it to me!’  
 
Ephesians 4 
11 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the 
pastors and teachers.  
12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ.  
13 This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be 
mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ. 
 
1 Corinthians 13 
1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal.  
2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if 
I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing.  
 
MESSAGE       Rev. Becky Lard leading worship today 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 
Loving Lord, we desire to lift up the lovely name of the Lord Jesus, and to glorify our Father in heaven. Bless 
our service we pray and may Your Holy Spirit lead and guide all we say and do. May we be changed more and 
more into the image of Jesus as we seek to follow His command, to love as He has loved us. Protect us Lord, 
from those who would seek to destroy the good work that You are doing through us. Build us up in the unity 
of the Spirit and may we be transformed more and more into the likeness of Christ by the renewing of our 
mind, day by day. Keep us Lord, from following our own fleshly pursuits, but rather may we be guided by You. 
Provide for all our needs, knowing that You are One Who has promised to supply all our needs according to 
Your riches in glory. Guard us, guide us, keep up and use us as You see fit.  
 
Watch over all those who are going through difficult times, who are dealing with health issues, who are lost 
and seeking you, who are stressed about something, who are lonely, who are fearful, who need you in a very 
special way.  We trust you to know who these folks are and to work in their lives. 
 
Hear us now as we join our voices together in the prayer Jesus taught us, saying: Our Father who art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.    
 
* BLESSING    
 
DEPARTING MUSIC        Toccata for a Celebration     Gene Clark 
 


