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ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                        

CENTERING MUSIC      Stabat Mater (At the Foot of the Cross)
                                               G. B. Pergolesi (1701-36)
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all His benefits —

As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has compassion for those who fear Him. For He knows how we were made; He remembers that we are dust. As for mortals, their days are like grass; they flourish like a flower of the field; for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more.
But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children’s children, to those who keep His covenant and remember to do His commandments. Let us bless the Lord, with all we have within us, let us bless His holy name.

*SONG        I Come with Joy (Methodist #617)
I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved and free, 

In awe and wonder to recall his life laid down for me, his life laid down for me.

I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed,

The new community of love in Christ’s communion bread, in Christ’s communion bread.
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                                                                      
Almighty and loving God, all of us here today are hurting. Some of us are hurting as the result of circumstances beyond our control. Some of us are hurting because of our own choices. Some of us are feeling the pain of others. No matter what the circumstances, as we gather here today, help us remember who we are: sinners saved by grace. Lord, for the times we have failed to show Your compassion to others – forgive us! For the times we have failed to trust You – forgive us! For the times we have failed to praise You – forgive us! Help us always to remember that You are the Giver of mercy and wholeness, provided for us through Your Son’s death and resurrection. Heal our brokenness and make us whole once more. In Christ’s Holy Name we pray. Amen.
SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF ASSURANCE from Psalm 103:8-12
The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

GOD’S  WORD       Luke 7:11-17, 36-50; 8:1-3
11 Soon afterward Jesus went with his disciples to the village of Nain, and a large crowd followed him. 
12 A funeral procession was coming out as he approached the village gate. The young man who had died was a widow’s only son, and a large crowd from the village was with her. 
13 When the Lord saw her, his heart overflowed with compassion. “Don’t cry!” he said. 
14 Then he walked over to the coffin and touched it, and the bearers stopped. “Young man,” he said, “I tell you, get up.” 
15 Then the dead boy sat up and began to talk! And Jesus gave him back to his mother. 
16 Great fear swept the crowd, and they praised God, saying, “A mighty prophet has risen among us,” and “God has visited his people today.” 
17 And the news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding countryside. 
36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so Jesus went to his home and sat down to eat. 
37 When a certain immoral woman from that city heard he was eating there, she brought a beautiful alabaster jar filled with expensive perfume. 
38 Then she knelt behind him at his feet, weeping. Her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them off with her hair. Then she kept kissing his feet and putting perfume on them. 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know what kind of woman is touching him. She’s a sinner!” 
40 Then Jesus answered his thoughts. “Simon,” he said to the Pharisee, “I have something to say to you.” “Go ahead, Teacher,” Simon replied. 
41 Then Jesus told him this story: “A man loaned money to two people—500 pieces of silver to one and 50 pieces to the other. 
42 But neither of them could repay him, so he kindly forgave them both, canceling their debts. Who do you suppose loved him more after that?” 
43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the larger debt.” “That’s right,” Jesus said. 
44 Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Look at this woman kneeling here. When I entered your home, you didn’t offer me water to wash the dust from my feet, but she has washed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
45 You didn’t greet me with a kiss, but from the time I first came in, she has not stopped kissing my feet. 
46 You neglected the courtesy of olive oil to anoint my head, but she has anointed my feet with rare perfume. 
47 “I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been forgiven, so she has shown me much love. But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.” 
48 Then Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
49 The men at the table said among themselves, “Who is this man, that he goes around forgiving sins?” 
50 And Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
1 Soon afterward Jesus began a tour of the nearby towns and villages, preaching and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom of God. He took his twelve disciples with him, 
2 along with some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases. Among them were Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons; 
3 Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s business manager; Susanna; and many others who were contributing from their own resources to support Jesus and his disciples. 
MESSAGE        Compassionate Action
PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   
CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION
Come to the table of Jesus our Redeemer!
Jesus invites you here as part of the people of God.
Come to the table humbly,
not because you have earned a place here,
but because you need mercy and help.
Come because you love God, and want to love God more.
Come because Jesus first loved us, and gave himself for us.
Come because you want to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
Come because you want to experience the mystery of God’s grace.
On the night he was handed over,
Jesus had a meal with his friends.
He took a loaf of bread
and after giving thanks to God,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples.
He said, “Take, eat;
this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine;
and after giving thanks,
gave it to them and said,
“Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, remember me."
Let us pray:  God our Creator,
thank you for the gift of your son Jesus Christ,
whose love pursues us our whole life long.
Thank you, Jesus, for giving your life to us in word and deed,
even unto death, even death on a cross.
Come Holy Spirit, feed us with your love
that we may be filled with power
to love God with all our hearts and souls and minds.  Amen.
[the bread and wine are served]
Let us pray together::
We have come to the Lord’s table,
we have eaten the bread of heaven.
God is the one who will transform us
so that we can see with Jesus’ eyes,
hear with Jesus’ ears, speak with Jesus’ mouth;
so that we can be the body of Christ in the world,
proclaiming the good news of God's reign.
Come Lord Jesus! Amen.
* BLESSING   
DEPARTING MUSIC          I Surrender All
                                              Arr. Lani Smith                   Based on Tune by W. S. Weeden
        NOTES:  

The Jesus Creed by Scot McKnight

The Spirit of Hope by Jurgen Moltmann
https://thepastorsworkshop.com/calls-to-worship-compassion/
https://thepastorsworkshop.com/prayers-of-confession-on-compassion/
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https://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/2013/02/come-to-the-table-communion-service.html
