March 21, 2021
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                        

CENTERING MUSIC      
CALL TO WORSHIP 
A love that never ceases,
A creativity that designed the universe,
A hope that cannot be quenched,
A pursuit of reconciliation no matter the cost:
These are the things that are of God,
Then let us worship God.
*SONG        Hymn of Promise  (Methodist #707)
In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;

In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;

There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty Father, I do not want to be a baby Christian anymore; I want to take Christianity seriously! Please anoint me to stand upright with you. Let me hold firm to my confession of Jesus Christ. Take away every persecution that the enemies may hurl against me. Empower me through your Holy Spirit to remain undefeatable and anoint me to share your gospel with those who are in my life. Let my outreaches touch people’s lives and lead them to the salvation of your Son Jesus Christ. At the end of my earthly journey, let me hear your favorable statement “Well done and welcome my good servant!” For in the name of Jesus Christ I pray. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
The good news in Christ is that when we face ourselves and God with the awareness of our need, we are given grace to grow, and courage to continue the journey. Friends believe the good news of the gospel.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.         
GOD’S  WORD       Matthew 13:31-32
31 Here is another illustration Jesus used: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed planted in a field. 
32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the largest of garden plants; it grows into a tree, and birds come and make nests in its branches.” 
MESSAGE        Tiny Mustard Seeds
PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER

Open our eyes, Lord, that we may see clearly who you are and what kind of people you are calling us to be. Open our eyes to the wonders around us in the created world and in the human community. Enable us to see your artistry in the curved stem of the tender sprout, in the red patch on the blackbird’s wing, and in the dance of light on the surface of the stream. Help us see your spirit at work where people have learned to love in spite of the obstacles of race, class, age and culture; where kindness is done in secret and without the expectation of reward; and where people who have the power to exact revenge choose instead to offer forgiveness and pursue reconciliation. 

As we remember so many of the ways in which we are blessed, we also are aware of the ways in which we and others still suffer. The world is a broken place, polluted, filled with violence and injustice, fear and famine, sorrow and sickness. We pray for those who live where hatred is flourishing, fueled by political and religious differences. We pray for those whose lives have been devastated by disasters, whose patience is wearing thin as they wait for relief. We pray for those called to leadership and those who bear the responsibility to see that those in need are helped. We pray for those who work in dangerous and unpleasant places to bring aid to others who have nowhere else to go.  Now, Lord,  help us to live faithfully and grant us the courage we need to follow you wherever you lead us. 
Hear us now as we lift our voices together in the prayer Jesus taught us, saying:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

* BLESSING   
DEPARTING MUSIC          
        NOTES:  

The Jesus Creed by Scot McKnight

The Spirit of Hope by Jurgen Moltmann

https://holdfasttowhatisgood.com/liturgy/call-to-worship/ 

https://chainprayers.com/prayer-for-spiritual-growth/#:~:text=SPIRITUAL%20GROWTH%20PRAYER%20%E2%80%93%20No.%201.%20Almighty%20Father,,persecution%20that%20the%20enemies%20may%20hurl%20against%20me.
https://pastoralprayers.blogspot.com/ adapted from a prayer written by Jimbo

