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FROM THE TRANSITIONAL PASTOR: 

 

ADVENT - that word was foreign to me as a child, growing up in a Protestant household.  But now 

that I am an adult and have learned the meaning of the word (a time to prepare ourselves for the cel-

ebration of the birth of Jesus and for Jesus’ second coming) this time of year has become very 

meaningful to me. 

 

Actually, my family did celebrate Advent – we just didn’t call it that. I knew we were getting ready to cele-

brate Christmas when Mom: started baking Christmas cookies; the Christmas decoration boxes were 

pulled out of the closet and we put the manger scene and Santa and village up. A week before Christmas 

(never early enough for me), Mom and Dad would pack my brother and myself into the car and we would 

head to the Vermont border to the Christmas tree farm and select a tree, bring it home, and decorate it. 

Mom would work on addressing Christmas cards and mailing them out.  All of these traditions helped us 

focus on the celebration of the birth of Christ. 

Today, many Protestant churches celebrate the season of Advent with Advent wreaths, Advent devotion-

als, and various other traditions to help us focus not on the material aspect of Christmas, but on the birth-

day of Jesus and preparing ourselves for his second coming. Our congregation has its own traditions to aid 

us in our preparation for Christmas, while others do different traditions.  

Over the past few years, I have found different devotions that have taken my thoughts deeper into the story 

of the birth of Jesus, the miracle of finding a safe place for Mary to give birth in the midst of a census and 

flocks of strangers, the announcement to shepherds who were nobodies in the culture of the time, and the 

long trip of the Magi to see a baby born to a poor couple. 

This year, I found a resource called Making Room: Sharing the Love of Christmas by Ed Robb that will be 

the basis for the Advent sermon series.  I am excited to begin delving into the book to think about how the 

story of Jesus’ birth is a story about God inviting the nobodies of that society into the kingdom of God. 

Christina will be using a resource by Adam Hamilton entitled Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of 

Christmas for contemporary worship services.  I am looking forward to learning more about the meaning of 

the names of Christ and the difference he makes in our lives as Christina leads us in this series. 

Music and Worship has ordered Advent devotionals for the congregation to use.  They will be out for you to 

pick up soon. 

My traditions for preparing for Christmas have changed over the years, but I still decorate my home with a 

manger scene and Santa, and I still put up a tree with ornaments and lights – although usually on Thanks-

giving Day and not just a week before Christmas.  I still do Christmas cards. These traditions ground me 

and take me back to the meaning of Christmas, helping me to focus on Christ’s birth.  



What Advent traditions do you have? 

Remember: this is a time to prepare for the celebration of the birth of Jesus and for his second coming. 

Have a blessed Advent season and may the awe and wonder of children be yours as you reflect on the mi-

raculous gift given to us by God!          Ellen 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU:  You are a very special congregation and I am blessed to 
have been called to serve God in this place.  Thank you for the very generous Pastor 
Appreciation gift, the birthday cards and gifts, and your everyday love!  I pray that 
you know I love each one of you as well!  God bless!  Ellen 

SERMON SERIES 

November 29  Be a Neighbor  Luke 2:1-7 

December 6  Welcome Strangers   Deuteronomy 10:17-19; Matthew 2:1-2; Hebrews 13:1-2 

December 13   Leave the Light On  Isaiah 9:2; John 1:5; Matthew 2:1-2; Luke 2:8-12 

December 20  Walk Each Other Home   John 17:24; John 3:16-17; Luke 15:1-6 

Annual Church Meeting 
NOTICE is hereby given by the call of the Council that the Annual Meeting of the members of   

The United Church of Phelps will be conducted following the Sunday worship service,                

Sunday, January 17, 2021. The purpose of the meeting is to receive reports for the year 2020, 

adopt the 2021 budget, elect officers for the year 2021, and to transact any appropriate business 

that may be presented at the meeting. In case of inclement weather, the meeting will be held                       

Sunday, January 24, 2021.  

A quorum of 10% of membership must be present to conduct the meeting. 

(Annual Report Packets will be available ahead of time) 

 



 
The Advent wreath is a circular garland of evergreen 

branches representing eternity. On that wreath, five can-
dles are typically arranged. During the season of Advent 
one candle on the wreath is lit each Sunday as a part of 
the Advent services. Each candle represents an aspect of 

the spiritual preparation for the coming of the Lord,  
Jesus Christ. 

 
November 29th:  Griffin & Missy Arnold 
December 6th:  The Zambuto Family 
December 13th:  The Caraballo Family 
December 20th:  The Minns Family 
December 24th:  5:00pm:  The Estes Family 

   9:00pm:  The Albrecht Family 
* Subject to change 

There will be 3 Christmas Eve services this year.  

5:00pm Family Friendly service  

7:00pm Contemporary Service 

9:00pm Traditional service W/Communion 

We will be taking reservations for each of these services. 

To comply with the State guidelines for COVID-19 we will 

only be able to have 50 people at each service. Please 

call the church office to make a reservation (315-548-

2772). Also like our regular Sunday service and Friday 

night Contemporary service each one of the Christmas 

Eve services will be recorded & will be available on 

YouTube as soon as possible after each service.   

In case of another shut down at church we will be prere-

cording & posting the services on YouTube.   

 

 How Bizarre was the 2020 Bazaar?  
  

The 2020 Bazaar was a success even with COVID ever pressing. The    
 total funds received was, get ready, yes, unbelievable… $2020. This was received from the crafts and 
foods sold. We also raised funds around $235 to donate to the Midlakes school fund for nurses to provide 
appropriate clothing for students in need through the Victorian Christmas Doll House. 

The story of this dollhouse begins at Oma’s house. Her husband constructed it a while back and she kindly 
decided to donate it to the bazaar. Kathe Latch in her decorative genius, transformed it into this wallpapered, 
full furnished 3 floor leveled complete with lights and even lit Christmas tree as the Victorian Christmas Doll-
house. With the help from many sources word circulated, and interest grew. The drawing was held, and the 
owner of this wonder is Miss Lexie of Phelps. She is a regular attendee of our Sunday school and her family 
are members of our church. Congratulations Lexie!!  Thank you all for turning this into a young girl’s dream.   

For the great success of the bazaar financially and as an act of glorifying God, I would like to lift up Jane 
Pedersen (and Walt), Kathe and Doug Latch, Betty and Ron Green, Eddie, Christina and Hope Albrecht, Kay O, 
Dawn Norton, Marsha Gibbs, Amy Brandow, Dawn Pierce, Griffin & Missy Arnold, Ellen Donnan, Len Kataskas, 
Peg Carlson, Vanessa Carlson, Oma Wilson, Arvilla Wilson, Carol Wilson, Alice Sabin, Cathy Tubbs, Betsy 
Bourne, Brian Hemminegr, Mary Ann Gier, Kathy Scott, Pat Hemminger, Marge Norsen, Frank VanNorstrand, 
Tammy Rugglestein, Dwayne and Penny Albrecht, and all the customers who purchased food, crafts, soup and 
sandwiches.  

Linda Kataskas 



Kidz Connection will continue in the Fellowship 

Hall December 6th, 13th and 20th at 9:45 - 10:45.   

A SPECIAL THANK YOU!!! 

Thank you to all who generously donated snacks to 

our VBS program! 

THANK YOU to ALL the volunteers who made Knights 

of North Castle a success for the kids!!! 

 

 

 

 

Dec 6 - Chris Rockefeller         Dec 27 - Payton Reed 

Dec 7 - Cindy Driscoll          Dec 31 - Marsha Gibbs 

Dec 8 - Patty Dhondt Campbell 

Dec 12 - Rita Caraballo & Don Pierce 

Dec 13 - Brian Hemminger 

Special Congratulations to 

Ron & Betty Green married  

38 years on December 31st! 

Happy Anniversary!!! 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 

Love, 

The United Church of Phelps 

 Office CLOSED Dec. 24th  till Jan.  3rd 

BAG MEAL LUNCHES 

We will be closed Thanksgiving 

Day through that weekend   

(Nov. 26 -29). 

Beginning the Monday after 

Thanksgiving (Nov. 30) we will 

no longer be in the kitchen for meal pick-up. 

 We will continue through the Winter to put bag 

meals in the Blessing Box Cooler found out front 

to the side of the building. 

We will miss seeing you. Please call the 

church office if you find yourself in need of food. 

May God Bless each of you! 

Youth group will be meeting on December 6 and 13. 

We will be learning about the significance of Christ-

mas and working on “secret” projects.  All youth in 

grades 6-12 are invited to participate. 

Meetings will be held at The United Church of 
Phelps, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

With the winter season upon us there may be 
times we need to cancel meetings, events, 
Sunday school or morning worship. 

NOTE: Cancellations and changes will be post-
ed to our Facebook Page, church website, TV 
channels: 13-WHAM & Fox Rochester. Also on 
radio stations: WHAM Morning News, WHAM 
1180, 98PXY, 92.5 WBEE & 98.9 The Buzz. 



Answer for last month’s “Who are We?” 

Did you guess correctly? Did the 
hint about making empanadas or 
how gifted the children in this fami-
ly are with music give it away? I bet 
Mom teaching Sunday school gave 
you all a big hint! It was the Caraballo Family!  

Thank you so much Armando, Rita, Cheria, Ale` & Koda. We loved 
getting to know some special things about you all!!!! 

Now for this month’s “Who Are We?” 

   We come to you as a combo unit. We both have brown eyes, love animals & are not originally from   
New York. The younger, of the 2 mystery people, plays trumpet, loves jokes and to laugh, home-made 
mac-n-cz, listening to records, old cars/trucks & going to antique shops. 

   The older mystery person has an Associate’s degree in Health Information Management & has worked 
at numerous jobs. “She” has worked in retail management, at a bakery believe it or not, a pharmacy, did 
animal control, nannied & as a biller for Medicare. She enjoys walks with her dogs, coffee or wine with 
friends and gardening. She is also a Syfy junkie who is happily married but her son will always be the love 
of her life.  Who are We??? 

The answer will be in January’s newsletter or if you can’t wait, you can call  

315-548-7020 and make your guess.  

If interested in being a mystery person for the “Who Am I?” column, call and speak with MaryAnn Gier at  315-548-

7020. Also if you chose to sponsor a “Who am I?”, that donation will go to funding the newsletter, such as paper, 

printing and mailing costs. Thank you again to all who have donated. 

Mission/Outreach Committee would like to just remind 
you of the following ministries needing our help: 

Pennies from Heaven – Please do not forget this worthy 
mission.  There are boxes at both the entrance and the 
exit doors.  This money goes to the Phelps Food Cup-
board. Health Kits – These Health kits are greatly appre-
ciated by the Victim Resource Center of the Finger Lakes 
located in Newark.  There is a box at the entrance of the 
church marked Health kits that you can place your items 
in.   

Thanks so much for always being so generous when a 
need arises.  If you have any questions, please feel free 

to contact:  
Dianne Rockefeller (315)694-3383                                    

Dianne,rockefeller@silganplastics.com 

Mission & 

FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY IS THE  

1ST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH! 
 

The Phelps Community Food Cupboard       
depends on our generous donations. This is a 

mission that everyone can participate in. 
Bring your non-perishable items or you can 

make a monetary donation.  

Newsletter Articles  

For January due  

December 15th.   Send  

articles to  

ucpnewsletter@gmail.com 



 

Lion’s Club Christmas 

Project 2020 
 

Every year UCP generously 

helps the Phelps Lion’s Club by        

providing gifts for local chil-

dren who may not have pre-

sents under the tree on Christ-

mas morning. The Missions/

Outreach Committee will have 

Gift tags available on Sunday November 22nd and 29th. 

Each tag will include a child’s age, gender, clothing sizes 

and interests. Pick up a gift tag (or 2 or 3) after church 

on those days, shop, wrap and return the gifts by      

Sunday December 13th with the tag attached. The Lion’s 

Club will add a big tote full of food, personal care prod-

ucts, paper products and more Holiday fun than you can 

imagine and deliver it all directly to the families on     

December 19th!  Any questions you may contact Peg 

Carlson at pcarlson@midlakes.org 

THANK YOU!!! 





Volunteers for December 2020 

Ushers and Greeters 

 Ramp Entrance             
Dec 6 - Dianne Rockefeller & Penny Albrecht 
 
Dec 13 - Shelly Bengston & Christina Albrecht 
 
Dec 20 - Peg Carlson & Karen Moracco 
 
Dec 24 - 5pm - Dianne Rockefeller & Linda Kataskas 
 
Dec 24 - 7pm - Penny Albrecht & Hope Albrecht 
 
Dec 24 - 9pm - Nan Clark & Rose Copper-Brown 
 
Dec 27 - Shelly Bengston & Hope Albrecht 
   

Lay Readers                               Acolytes 

Dec 6 - Karen Moracco  Dec 6 - Griffin Bowers 

Dec 13 - Kathe Latch  Dec 13 - Cheria Caraballo 

Dec 20 - Frank Van Nostrand  Dec 20 - Ale` Caraballo 

Dec 27 - Christina Albrecht  Dec 27 - Griffin Bowers 

 

*NO NURSERY or BREAKOUT until further notice 

Anyone interested in wanting to volunteer to be a Greeter, Lay Reader or Acolyte 

please get in touch with Hope Albrecht. 

Email: halbrecht89@yahoo.com   Phone: 315-945-8812 

 



How Can We Help You? 

Transitional Pastor: Rev. Ellen Donnan 

 315-521-2593 (Cell) 

Lay Member AC: Christina Albrecht (acting)    

315-398-9950 

Personnel: Rose Copper-Brown 

315-719-4292 

Church Office/Adm. Asst: Missy Arnold 

207-249-0185 (cell) 

Advertising:   

 

Prayer Chain: Church Office 

315-548-2772 

Christian Education: Rita Caraballo 

585-520-4970 

Media/Technology:  Eddie Albrecht 

315-945-8812 

Prayer Ministry: Nan Clark 

315-406-5526 

Council Chair:  Pat Hemminger 

315.548.3546 

Member at Large:  Dawn Norton 

315-521-2899 

Presbytery Elder:  

TBD 

Custodian: Frank VanNostrand 

585.354.4126 

Memorial Fund: Cathy Scott 

315-548-9448 

Sec’y to Council: Linda Kataskas 

585-732-8892 

Endowment:  Frank VanNostrand 

585.354.4126 

Missions/Outreach: Peg Carlson 315-521-4396 

 & Brian Hemminger 315-548-4952 

Stewardship/Finance: Betsy Bourne  

315-945-2307 

Financial Sect’y: Pat Hemminger 

315-548-3546 

Music/Worship: Hope and Penny Albrecht     

315-945-8812 

Trustees: Dan Moracco 

315.548.4548 

Health/Service:                                         

TBD 

Nominating:  Jane Pedersen 

585-738-1899 

“God is Good – All the Time!” 

“All the Time – God is Good!” 

“Gifts of the Heart Health Kits” 

The Mission Team continues to need your help in supplying the needs for the health 

kits! These kits make a big difference to people in need.  See Peg Carlson or Brian 

Hemminger for more information.  

{Band-aids, hand towels and toothpaste ARE NEEDED to complete kits!!} 

Kit Items: One hand towel, one washcloth, one comb, one metal nail file/nail clipper, 

one bar of soap (bath size), one toothbrush, one tube of toothpaste (4-7 ounces), six band-aids 
 

** Seal all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure and bring them to the church office. ** 

 

On-Going Mission Projects Everyone Can Support: 

 1st Sunday of each month: Food Pantry Sunday. Donations should be placed in baskets as you en-

ter in the ramp entrance. 

 Medicine Bottle Collection: Save up a group of your containers, peel the label off and wash them in 

warm soapy water. Then bring them into church.  

 Coupon Ministry: Peg Carlson has graciously found a group of people to do this great service. Cou-

pons can only be used up to 2 months back from them receiving them so please bring in your most 

recent dated coupons. Thank you Peg and the people helping with this much needed ministry.  

 

   Normal Church Office Hours: 

Mon, Tues, & Thurs.  9:00-2:00.   

Wednesdays by EMAIL: unitedchurch@ottcmail.com 


