 CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
December 20, 2020

(NOTE: For this service, you will need a candle or candles, bread and juice for communion.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CENTERING MUSIC    Christmas Pastorale on “Stille Nacht”

                               Arr: Roger Wilson                                                                                    
CALL TO WORSHIP  
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;

On those living in the land of the shadow of death, a light has dawned.

Jesus Christ is our life and light.

In his name and in his power, let us worship God!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
**SONG     Angels We Have Heard on High 

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply Echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heavenly song?

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;

Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
PRAYER

	Emmanuel, God with us, you are our heart’s delight.   Because of your amazing love, you came to earth, you became one of us, you reached out to us while we were lost, you rescued us from death, you brought us salvation. Your love is so high and wide and deep that it, and only it, could reach this suffering world. You came to bring an end to our sadness, to dry our tears, to still our fears, to give us hope.  In deep gratitude we praise you. We worship you for dwelling among us.  Amen.


GOD’S WORD         Isaiah 9:1-7
1 Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on forever. The land of Zebulun and Naphtali will be humbled, but there will be a time in the future when Galilee of the Gentiles, which lies along the road that runs between the Jordan and the sea, will be filled with glory. 
2 The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine. 
3 You will enlarge the nation of Israel, and its people will rejoice. They will rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest and like warriors dividing the plunder. 
4 For you will break the yoke of their slavery and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders. You will break the oppressor’s rod, just as you did when you destroyed the army of Midian. 
5 The boots of the warrior and the uniforms bloodstained by war will all be burned. They will be fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His government and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate commitment of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen! 
Luke 2:1-20

1 At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman Empire. 
2 (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 
3 All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this census. 
4 And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. 
5 He took with him Mary, his fiancée, who was now obviously pregnant. 
6 And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. 
7 She gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them. 
8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. 
9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, 
10 but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 
11 The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 
12 And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” 
15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. 
17 After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. 
18 All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, 
19 but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. 
20 The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.
MESSAGE 

       Walking in the Light with Others
CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks.
The light of your glory has shone with splendor in our world. For you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us of Mary that we might have power to become your children through him.
Jesus existed before the world was called into being,
but came down to save us by being born of a humble virgin,
lying in a crib, walking on earth as a man;
who became poor that by his poverty we might become rich;
who was humbled that we might be exalted;
who gave us peace and joy
when we were without hope and without God.
Therefore with the whole company of saints in heaven and on earth we proclaim and celebrate the birth of our Savior.

Heavenly Father, be present with your life-giving Word and Holy Spirit, that we may be nourished and strengthened through this supper. Grant that all who share the communion of the body and blood of your Son may be united in him. And may we remain faithful in love and hope until we feast joyfully with him in his eternal kingdom. Now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body for we all share in the same loaf.
The cup for which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ.
The cup which we drink is our participation in the blood of Christ.
We praise you, Lord, for these your gifts of bread and wine. We offer you ourselves as your people in your service.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
We will receive the bread of heaven. We will drink the cup of salvation.
The gifts of God for the people of God.

The Communion
Take, eat, remember and believe that the body of our Lord Jesus Christ was given for a complete remission of all our sins.

(Silence for individual prayer)


Take, drink, remember and believe that the precious blood of our Lord Jesus Christ was shed for a complete remission of all our sins.

Congregation in Christ, since the Lord has fed us at his table, let us praise his holy name with thanksgiving.

**JOY TO THE WORLD  
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King,
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders, of His love.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King,
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
PRAYER 
Emmanuel, we sing with the angels and glorify your name, thankful for all that you have given us:

· For your presence in the world

· For our nation

· For our community and its leaders

· For the witness of your church

Today we are especially grateful for the gift of your Son, who gave up his heavenly home for a manger and a cross so that we might experience redemption, a gift that neither spoils nor fades.
We ask for peace on earth, a peace that is broader and deeper than the end of war. We pray for the restoration of this world, for the growth of your kingdom, for reconciliation, healing, and renewal. We bring before you our prayers for:

· The nations of the world, that all might come to know you as Lord and Savior

· Our nation and those in authority to lead us, that a revival might take place in this land

· Our community

· The church universal, its mission, and those who minister

· Our congregation and its ministry to the community

· Those with particular needs on this holy day

Make your incarnate presence known in each situation, and may we as your servants be vessels of your peace.

We pray this in the name of the one who became flesh and dwelt among us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  (please light a candle and turn off lights in your home)

**SILENT NIGHT 
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.       
* BLESSING        
POSTLUDE   Silent Night   arr: John Innes                                                                                                                                                                

        NOTES:  Sermon is based on the resource Making Room: Sharing the Love of Christmas by Ed Robb

Liturgy resource: The Worship Sourcebook, 2nd edition;    https://www.reformedworship.org/article/september-1988/christmas-communion-service         
