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FROM THE PASTOR: 

  This week, I want you to think about what you believe about resurrection life.  In the past few weeks, I have shared 
my thoughts on it- now I want you to PAUSE and think about what you believe before you read on…. 
Jesus’ resurrection, obviously, happened on earth with people observing and interacting with him.  When Jesus rose 
from the dead, the disciples, the women, and probably other followers walked the same paths over the same 
ground that they had when Jesus was alive.  If you can even remotely place yourself back in that time and place with 
those very ordinary people who witnessed this, imagine what they must have felt and thought after seeing Jesus, 
obviously dead and placed in a tomb, alive and walking and talking with them: awe, wonder, elation after a weekend 
of grieving, joy, astonishment.  They were not prepared for this, even after witnessing the resurrection of Lazarus 
from the dead. 
 

  The next step in their thoughts might have been: if Jesus has been raised from death to life and is here speaking 
with us, eating with us. “living” with us, what does that mean for us?   Probably not thought of explicitly as I have 
stated it, but there had to have been some realization that they could not return to their normal lives ever again.  
Their whole faith system had been turned upside down and their belief that resurrection was only after death had to 
have been questioned at the least. 
 

  “This is a radical thing.  It is as radical for you and me as it was for them.  This might account – at least, this is what I 
think – for why the seven former fishermen were back fishing that night.  They were beginning to get the sense that 
Jesus’ resurrection had everything to do with their ordinary lives.  They needed practice in this reorientation, and 
they plunged into ordinariness – the old familiar workplace of sea and the fishing boat.  I’m not imagining that this 
was so much a thought-out plan, the kind of thing we sometimes refer to as a “spiritual discipline.” It was just simply 
a gut feeling for this new reality they found themselves in.”  (Living the Resurrection by Eugene Peterson, p. 62-63) 
Back to normal.  Taking the disorienting experience of seeing Jesus alive from the dead and going back to work.  I 
don’t know about you, but when I am faced with some kind of life-changing event, I do the same thing: back to 
work, crafts, something normal and comforting.  But what was the result of the fishermen returning to their normal 
life?  Did they catch a boat full of fish?  John 21:3 says they caught absolutely nothing.  They might have found com-
fort in doing an ordinary task but it didn’t bear any fruit without Jesus. 
 

  But when dawn broke, who was on the beach waiting for them?  Jesus.  When asked about their success in fishing, 
he is told they hadn’t caught anything.  “He redirects them to cast their net on the other side of the boat.  When 
they do, they come up with a net full of fish.” (Peterson, p. 63) 
 

  Wow!  Life without Jesus produced nothing.  Life with Jesus produced an over-abundance! Sound familiar?  The 
same can be applied to our own lives. 
 

  After they recognized Jesus and returned to shore, they ate a meal with Jesus – just as they had many times before. 
And most likely, just as had happened many times before, Jesus continued to nurture them, encourage them, and 
begin to transform them into a life of resurrection living.  All around a common, everyday activity: a meal.  
 

  Real bread and real fish.  Baked bread and fried fish.  A normal breakfast for normal everyday fishermen prepared 
by Jesus, according to the story in John.  Away from the crowds.  Focused on Jesus. Resting after a night of trying to 
catch fish.  Food for their bellies. A resurrection-life experience – literally for them. 
 



  As a faith community, we also share a meal together at least once a month under normal times.  That meal has vari-

ous names – communion, the Lord’s Supper, Eucharist.  Whatever we call it, it is an everyday event that pulls us to-

gether, equalizes us as children of God, and transforms us from our ordinariness to somehow Kingdom-of-God citi-

zens.  Not a private meal.  Not a meal of mourning. Not a meal for only some. A representation of the many meals 

(with Jesus’ last meal particularly in mind) Jesus had with others: rich, poor, sinners, tax collectors, adulterers, every-

one!  None were treated as better than the others. All had the commonality of wanting to learn from Jesus – before 

he died as well as after he was resurrected from the dead. 

  We can use our daily meals – breakfast, lunch, dinner – as a time for refreshing ourselves for the Kingdom of God.  

For our ordinary meals, just as the disciples’ ordinary meals, can be turned into a holy time  with God as we share 

food with one another (or even by ourselves) and ponder about what God has done in the lives of each one around 

the table that day.  Therefore, I often say during communion, “Whenever you eat bread – at breakfast, lunch, or din-

ner – remember Jesus.  Whenever you drink something, remember Jesus.”  The common everyday elements can 

help remind us to focus, for a time, on Jesus. And that is the beginning of resurrection-living: acknowledging the 

presence of the living Jesus with us today. Think about it!  God bless!   
Ellen 

 Below is a summary of our financial report through May 31, 2020.  We have spent $10,407 more than we have re-
ceived in for the year.  We did receive the $9,129 PPP Loan/Grant through SBA.  If we use this money to pay payroll 
and utilities over the next 8 weeks then the loan is “forgiven” and we don’t have to pay it back.  We shouldn’t have 
any problem doing that but we will be monitoring this and will apply for forgiveness of the loan at the end of the 8 
weeks. We also receive $200 gift from Presbytery and are working on another grant/gift to be used to pay the Pas-
tor’s pension for 3 months. 
Any questions please contact Stewardship and Finance Chairperson Betsy Bourne – betsybourne@hotmail.com 

THE UNITED CHURCH OF PHELPS           

TREASURER'S MONTHLY REPORT  May 2020     
        

Beg Balance @ April 30, 2020  $     (15,853) (this means we have spent more than we have received in for this year) 

        

   YEAR TO DATE 2020 Budget 
remaining to be 

collected 

% of budg-
et remain-
ing   

RECEIPTS           

Envelopes - Pledged Giving  $        28,864  $           68,000  $              39,135 58%   

Unpledged Giving  $          5,635  $           21,000  $              15,365 73%   

Loose & Other $              654  $             2,800  $                2,146 77%   

Grants & Gifts   $          9,329 0 0     

All other  $        11,200  $             50,746  $              39,546 78%   

  Total Receipts through 
04/30/20  $       55,682  $         142,546  $            86,864 61% 

we should be at 
58% 

        

        

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 
THROUGH 05/31/20  $       66,089 

 $         
142,546.28 

 $              
88,613.19 54% 

we should be at 
58% 

        

ENDING BALANCE @ 05/31/20  $     (10,407) 
(this means we have spent more than we have received in for this 
year) 

            



Thursday June 25th, 2020 **THIS IS A TRIAL RUN** 
 

Worship at The United Church of Phelps is going to looking a tad different from the past. This is be-
cause we want to be sure ALL of us are as protected as possible. So, with this in mind, the following 
requirements (which follow the State of NY guidelines) are being implemented: 
 

 People MUST maintain 6 ft. distance between each other and MUST wear face coverings 

at all times when in the sanctuary.  

 People attending MUST be seated in pews. Every other pew will be blocked off to main-

tain a distance of 6 ft. between people.  

 People in different households MUST maintain a distance of 6 ft. between them when 

sitting in the same pew.  

 Please refrain from touching other people in any way.  “AIR HUGS” only please. 

 When entering and exiting the sanctuary through the ramp door, please maintain a dis-

tance of 6’ ft. between households.   

 Unfortunately, there will be NO singing of any sort. Singing can dispense microscopic 

droplets into the air even through your masks. Humming is fine. 

 There will be NO coffee hour prior to service. This may be re-evaluated later on but cur-

rent restrictions forbid it for now. 
 

We all know these may seem restrictive and not exactly what we all were hoping for when worship 

services opened back up, but have faith that these guidelines will only be temporary and activities 

like singing and coffee will be brought back soon.  
 

        ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

“Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. Do 

everything in love.” 
 

1 Corinthians 16:13-14  (NIV) 
 

        ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The United Church of Phelps 

Thursday June 25th at 7:00 p.m 

TOPIC: “The Practice of Equalizing” 



 

Methodist Park 

Sunday, June 28th, 2020 

9:30 A.M. 

COMMUNION WILL BE HELD 

**Bring your own elements and chair** 
 

Worship in the Park  
(Should there be inclement weather: worship will be postponed till the following Sunday, 

July 5th) 

Let us REJOICE in the chance to safely come together, to worship  
At our lovely Methodist Park in Phelps, Sunday June 28th. Social distancing 
rules do still need to be followed. Non-family members need to be seated 6ft. 

Away and “AIR” hugs and happy waves only please. NY State safety guide-
lines still need to be followed. Signs will be up to help with parking and the 

other formalities that we need to follow. THANK YOU everyone for the       
patience, understanding and support through this very difficult time. We are 
finally coming together to worship our Lord and Savior so lets CELEBRATE! 

 

Please remember: 
 Your mask 

 Your own chair 
 Elements for the communion 

 

Another notice and reminder about the park service will be in next weeks 
newsletter. If you have questions or concerns you may contact the church 
office at 315-548-2772 or via email unitedchurch@ottcmail.com Again let’s 

celebrate this chance to see and worship with our much missed church   
family. 

 

On Sunday, June 21st, 2020 
 we will take time to honor  

Father’s Day.   
 
 

God our Father, in your wisdom and love you made all things. Bless these men, that 
they may be strengthened as Christian fathers.  Let the example of their faith and 
love shine forth.  Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may honor them always 

with a spirit of profound respect. Grant this through Christ our Lord,  
Amen. 



Ministries that are still continuing on with your support 

FROM MISSION/OUTREACH: 

Coupon Ministry – One of the many projects of the Missions/Outreach Committee is to collect, sort and send manu-

facturer’s coupons to our Military families in far away places.  Manufacturer’s coupons can be left on the table in 

the back hallway (across from the stairs).  You don’t have to, but if you would like to take the time to cut the cou-

pons out before bringing them in, here are a few rules to follow: 

• Coupons can be up to two months outdated. 

• Food coupons should be separated from the other merchandise (medication, cleaning products, dog 

food…). Clip or bag them separately, please.   

• No individual store coupons. (Target, CVS, Olive Garden …) 

Thank you for helping our Military families.   

                

HELP IS NEEDED: 
 

   A Ride to Work – A local woman needs a ride to and from work everyday! Public 

transportation has been suspended due to the Pandemic.  Would you be interested in helping a local woman with a 

ride to Newark?  She works at Maco Bag Campany just north of the Erie Canal from 8:30 am to 2:00 pm.  If you are 

interested in helping out, please call Peg Carlson at 315-521-4396.  

           Medicine Bottle Collection 

 

Do you have several empty pill containers and don’t know what to do with them?  Peel off the labels the 

best you can and wash/rinse them in warm soapy water. If a label is stubborn, soak it in a cleaning deter-

gent and hot water (if able) until you are able to easily remove the remaining label and glue residue. Then 

just bring them into church and put them in the box labeled: Matthew 25 Ministries. These get sent out to 

many medical missions all over the world. 

JOYS/CONCERNS/ANSWERED PRAYERS 

               

               

               

                

                        

               

               

       Address to send cards:     

                   

Requested by:              

                



 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Ministry  

Have you been missing the pink slips that have been a part of The United Church of Phelps ministry 

for a long time? Many have, so a thoughtful discussion was done about our Prayer Ministry where 

we have not been able to give and receive joys and prayer concerns since in-church services have 

been put on hold. Re-opening procedures may still affect our original process so to make this as con-

venient and safe as possible, an email has been set up and Nan Clark will be the monitor. We want 

everyone to know we are here for you, and your need of prayer and thoughts. Although a prayer 

chain by definition is not a private way of communicating, the information passed along will be pri-

vate. The names of persons requesting prayer and their personal situations are not open for discus-

sion or to be questioned. The prayer chain participants are not to reveal prayer requests to others 

who do not receive the prayer request unless requested by the person in the email. The United 

Church of Phelps is here for you and we hope this process will be helpful to those needing to reach 

out for prayer and good wishes. Also, for those who may not have emailing capabilities, please still 

use the phone call method and a slip has been added to the newsletter for you to fill out and mail in 

as well. If you are not currently on the prayer chain and would like to be, please let us know and we 

will add your email to the current list. Please also try to remember to update, when you can, the 

concerns so we can see God at work in our prayers. Info is on back.   Blessings to all!  

 

Email: prayerlistucp@gmail.com 

Phone 
Church office: 315-548-2772 **Please leave a message if not during office hours. 

Missy will make sure it is forwarded on for you. 
Nan Clark: 315-406-5526 

 
Mail: The United Church of Phelps 

Attn: Prayer chain 
58 Main Street 

Phelps, NY 14532 
 

mailto:prayerlistucp@gmail.com


The United Church of  Phelps  
“United in God’s Love” 

58 Main Street - Phelps NY  14532 
[315] 548-2772     -     unitedchurch@ottcmail.com 

www.unitedchurchofphelps.org 
                    Rev. Shirley H. Filiatreau, Pastor Emerita 

              Rev. Ellen Donnan, Transitional Pastor 
  

Our Mission Statement – “The United Church of Phelps reaches out and welcomes all people so they may wor-
ship God passionately, become people of prayer, develop a deep faith, demonstrate faith through service, and 
share their faith.” 

 

*Boldface text is said in unison 
                                                                               
PRAISE SONGS           

Chain Breaker  by  Zach Williams 

If you've been walking the same old road for miles and miles 

If you've been hearing the same old voice tell the same old lies 

If you're trying to feel the same old holes inside 

There's a better life 

There's a better life 

If you've got pain 

He's a pain taker 

If you feel lost 

He's a way maker 

If you need freedom or saving 

He's a prison-shaking Savior 

If you've got chains 

He's a chain breaker 

We've all search for the light of day in the dead of night 

We've all found ourselves worn out from the same old fight 

We've all run to things we know just ain't right 

And there's a better life 

There's a better life 

If you've got pain 

He's a pain taker 

If you feel lost 

He's a way maker 

If you need freedom or saving 

He's a prison-shaking Savior  

If you've got chains 

He's a chain breaker 

 

 

June 21, 2020                                                     3rd Sunday after Pentecost                                                       10:50 AM 

If you believe it 

If you receive it 

If you can feel it 

Somebody testify 

If you believe it 

If you receive it 

If you can feel it 

Somebody testify, testify 

If you believe it 

If you receive it 

If you can feel it 

Somebody testify 

If you've got pain 

He's a pain taker 

If you feel lost 

He's a way maker 

If you need freedom or saving 

He's a prison-shaking Savior 

If you've got chains 

He's a chain breaker 

If you need freedom or saving 

He's a prison-shaking Savior 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=zach+williams&filters=ufn%3a%22zach+williams%22+sid%3a%222743c942-d39a-ba49-30fd-84a302a313ce%22&FORM=SNAPST


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CENTERING MUSIC 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Jesus Christ, you come to transfigure us and renew us in the image of God. 
Shine in our darkness. 
Jesus Christ, light of our hearts, you know our thirst. 
Lead us to the wellspring of your gospel. 
Jesus Christ, light of the world, you shine in every human being. 
Enable us to discern your presence in each person. 
Jesus Christ, you are the friend of the poor. 
Open in us the gates of simplicity so that we can welcome you. 
Jesus Christ, you are gentle and humble of heart. 
Renew in us the spirit of childhood. 
Jesus Christ, you send your church to prepare your path in the world. 
Open for all people the gates of your kingdom. 
 
 

  * SONG                           I Surrender All 
 

All to Jesus I surrender, all to him I freely give; 
I will ever love and trust him, in his presence daily live. 
 

All to Jesus I surrender, make me, Savior, wholly thine; 
Let me feel thy Holy Spirit, truly know that thou art mine. 
 

All to Jesus I surrender, Lord I give myself to thee; 
Fill me with thy love and power, let thy blessing fall on me. 
 

Refrain: 
I surrender all, I surrender all; 
All to thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all. 

 
CONFESSION 
 

Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin of this world.  In this time of unrest and in-
creased awareness of injustice in our world, shine your light upon us that we might clearly see the role we play.  
We are a people divided against ourselves as we cling to values of the world, rather than your values.   The profit 
and pleasures we pursue do not reflect what Jesus taught us. The fears and jealousies that we harbor set people 
against people and nation against nation.  We prefer our beliefs that we are better than anyone else over your 
command to love each other.  Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us.  Set us free of our prejudices and as-
sumed powers so that we might serve you in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ, Amen.  
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 

Hear the good news: We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ.  This is God’s prom-
ise: We are forgiven of our sins and granted eternal life by God’s grace because of Christ’s one sacrifice on the cross.  
We are made new people who represent God in the world to all! 



CHILDREN’S CHAT       If I Were a Butterfly 

 If I were a butterfly, 
I’d thank you, Lord, for giving me wings; 
And if I were a robin in a tree, 
I’d thank you Lord, that I could sing; 
And if I were a fish in the sea, 
I’d wiggle my tail and I’d giggle with glee; 
But I just Thank You Father, for making me – ME! 

’Cause you gave me a heart and 
You gave me a smile 
You gave me Jesus, and 
You made me His Child 
And I just Thank You, Father 
For making me – ME! 

If I were an elephant, 
I’d thank you, Lord, by raising my trunk; 
And if I were a kangaroo, 
I’d hop, hop, hop, right up to you; 
And if I were an octopus, 
I’d thank you, Lord, for my good looks; 
But I just Thank You, Father, for making me – ME! 
 
GOD’S WORD                  1 Peter 4:1-11 
 

MESSAGE                     It’s Not Enough to Do Nothing 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heav-
en. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.     
 
 SONG             Faith of Our Fathers 
 

Faith of our fathers! Living still in spite of dungeon, fire and sword: 
O how our hearts beat high with joy, whenev’er we hear that glorious word: 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith! We will be true to thee till death. 

 
Faith of our fathers! Faith and prayer shall win all nations unto thee; 
And through the truth that comes from God, mankind shall then be truly free. 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith! We will be true to thee till death. 

 
Faith of our fathers! We will love both friend and foe in all our strife: 
And preach thee, too, as love knows how, by kindly words and virtuous life. 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith! We will be true to thee till death. 

 
*BLESSING                                                                                                                                                                         
  
DEPARTING MUSIC           

‘Cause you gave me a heart and 
You gave me a smile 
You gave me Jesus, and 
You made me His Child 
And I just Thank You, Father 
For making me – ME! 

If I were a wiggly worm, 
I’d thank you, Lord, that I could squirm; 
And if I were a crocodile, 
I’d thank you, Lord, for my big smile; 
And if I were a fuzzy-wuzzy bear, 
I’d thank you, Lord, for my fuzzy-wuzzy hair; 
But I just Thank You, Father, for making me – ME! 

‘Cause you gave me a heart and 
You gave me a smile 
You gave me Jesus, and 
You made me His Child 
And I just Thank You, Father 


