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She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snuggly, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the guestroom.  Luke 2:7 NLT 
 

Oh, how I like this translation!  Can’t you just see that baby boy being wrapped up snuggly as new babies like to be?  
What a wonderful picture of the vulnerability of Jesus when he obediently became human so he would understand us 
better! 
 

What catches my eye, though, is the last phrase in this translation: there was no place for them in the guestroom.  Holidays 
are often filled with guests: parties, family home for the holidays, friends who come to share some time with you, and 
church family events.  The season is festive and busy, and we seem to find time in “our guestroom” of our lives for eve-
rything that is important to us during this season. 
 

Jesus was born during the census, which meant his parents needed to travel “back home” to Bethlehem to be registered 
and counted.  And yet, our text says there was no place for them in the guestroom.  No one had a guestroom available to 
welcome the King of kings when he was born.  No one said to Mary and Joseph, “We are so glad you are here!  Of 
course, we have room for you!”  Only an innkeeper had compassion and love for them, inviting them into the only place 
he had available: the barn with the animals. 
 

Advent is busy!  There are decorations to get up, cards to write and send, presents to purchase and wrap, cookies to 
bake, parties to attend or prepare for, and on and on.  Even the church ramps up with activities and this newsletter is 
filled with information on various events you can choose to participate in.  All of this is wonderful, festival, and done in 
celebration of the birth of Jesus.   
 

But my question to you is this:  In the midst of all the hustle and bustle of the season, do you have a place for Jesus in 
“your guestroom” of your life?  Of does Jesus get pushed aside so that you can accomplish the important things – wrap-
ping, baking, decorating, etc.?  And if Jesus isn’t the center of your activities during Advent, what does that say about 
your having room in “your guestroom” of your life for God? 
 

The birth of Jesus is all about God’s love for EVERYONE and God’s desire to have a relationship with each person.  
Look around you.  Where is the Spirit nudging you to open the “guestroom” of your life to someone on God’s behalf?  
What about the person who had a loss in their life this year and finds the holiday anything but festive?  How about the 
one who experiences abuse of some kind with their family and has no hope for the future?  What about the lonely one 
whom everyone forgets about because they are in a nursing home or homebound?  How about the children and teens 
who think no one loves them and they are unlovable because they are continually bullied at school? 
 

Advent is a season to be especially aware of those God shows you are looking for a guestroom of love, joy, welcome, 
and peace!  That doesn’t have to mean opening your home to someone, but it might.  That doesn’t have to mean spend-
ing money on someone, but it might.  That doesn’t have to mean giving someone a phone call to wish them a merry 
Christmas, but it might.  That doesn’t have to mean spending time with someone, taking them shopping so they can 
purchase gifts for loved ones, but it might. 
 

And, to be honest, finding a place in “the guestroom” of our lives is an everyday opportunity we as followers of Christ 
are given so that ALL might know of God’s love for them. 
 

Don’t miss out on an opportunity to welcome someone into “your guestroom” this Advent season.  You will be more 
blessed by that experience than the person you welcome!  Have a blessed Advent season, a merry Christmas celebrating 
the birth of Jesus, and a new year filled with the excitement of new opportunities to grow closer to God! 
 

Ellen 
 

PS: There is a tradition in some churches of exchanging names among the members of the congregation and treating that person as 
the Christ Child during Advent – whatever that means for you.  I encourage you to select someone who attends our church or some-
one in the community and treat that person as the Christ Child…. Which means treating that person anonymously as you would 
Jesus.  It is a lot of fun and full of blessings as you watch that person respond to tiny acts of love without them knowing who or why.  
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The 2019 Holiday Bazaar was a wonderful success!  

The bazaar raised: $2,274.25 
$135 was raised for Youth Ministries 

 

People love our building and the welcoming folks inside. Many visitor-shoppers 
were from points to the south namely Ovid, Dundee; from the east that being Ge-

neva and Waterloo; from the north like Lyons, Palmyra; and the west, namely 
Clifton Springs and Victor. Folks came from the four corners, and in our need and 

answer to prayers, we realized an income of $2,274,25 from the sale of crafts, preserves, baked goods and 
prepared foods to eat. Additionally, The Youth Group raised $135 from sale of their crafts and creations, 
and cookie orders generated over $204 to date. We are blessed by the community within our church, our 

community in Phelps, and the wider community. God is Good, all the time!!  

 
Thank you to Kathe Latch, Jane Pedersen, Missy Arnold, and Linda Kataskas for co-chairing this 
years’ event and for all who donated their time, skills, talents, and creations in putting on such an 

enjoyable and festive bazaar! 
 

Thank you! 

 

Office & Worship Hours: 
 

Sundays:  
Praise Music at 10:50 AM 

Worship begins at 
11:00 AM 

 

Thursdays:  
Coffee 6:45 

Contemporary 
Worship 7:00 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, and  

Thursday  9—12 
CLOSED: 12/26/19 & 1/2/20 

 

Christmas Giving Tree 
Our church family will once again team up 
with the Phelps Lions Club to provide 
Christmas for children in our school district 
that would otherwise not have a joy filled 
Christmas morning! 

Tags with names and ages ARE available 
NOW from Karen Maracco.   

The gifts need to be back and under the 
Christmas tree in the rear of the sanctuary 
on Wednesday, December 11th by 12noon.  

Thank you for your generous support of this 
ministry --- it really makes a difference! 

THANK YOU:  You are a very special congregation and I am blessed to have 
been called to serve God in this place.  Thank you for the very generous Pastor 
Appreciation gift, the birthday cards and gifts, and your everyday love!  I pray 
that you know I love each one of you as well!  God bless!  Ellen 
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Shhh 

It’s just a  

little reminder:  

If church is closed, usu-

ally only due to inclem-

ent weather, notifica-

tion of closing will be 

provided in numerous 

ways:  

Facebook 

Television: R-News, Channel 10, and 

Channel 13.  

Newsletter Articles  

For January due  

December 17th.   Send  

articles to  

ucpnewsletter@gmail.com 

If you have 
an announce-
ment that you 
would like to 
have scrolling 
on the screen 
in church be-
fore worship on Sunday, please 
contact Christina or Hope Al-
brecht. This will be our new way 
to let us all know about upcom-
ing events. Thank you  

 

Christmas Concert 

Come enjoy Barb Mater and Kay 

Oosterling in the Canaltown Sing-

ers for a Christmas Concert  on Sunday, De-

cember 8 at 4PM at Park Presbyterian Church 

in Newark. Refreshments to follow, Donations 

are welcome. 

 

Thank you for packing an Operation Christmas Child shoebox.  106 to be exact ... 
Gospel Opportunities “Go Boxes”!  The gift-filled shoebox you packed will share 
God’s love in a tangible way and can impact not only the child who receives it, but 
also their family, friends, and community. Below is an amazing list of the countries 
our boxes have gone to over the years.  If you track your boxes on line, please let 
me know where they are shipped. 
 

Most importantly, please remember to pray for the child who will receive your gift. 
 

Congo, Middle East, Dominican Republic, Zimbabwe, Saint Lucia, Ghana, Peru, Togo, Hard to Reach Area (For the 
safety of our ministry partners and local believers living in some hard-to-reach areas, we cannot disclose the names 
of these countries.) 
 

Thank you all so very much for supporting this ministry the way you do. 
~ Dawn Norton, OCC Coordinator  

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it is those little bits of good put all together that overwhelm the 
world”   ~ Bishop Desmond Tutu 
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We need to hear from you: 

If you are ill or hospitalized, 

or need a visit, or simply a 

card, please let the church 

office know, or contact Rev. 

Ellen Donnan.  We would 

then know where you are 

and that you are in need.  

 

If anyone needs any help 

with yardwork, some work 

around the house and 

such, or a ride to church 

or doctors appointments 

and other services along 

these lines, please  con-

tact the office and we will 

do our best to find some-

one available to help them 

out.  

Call 315.548.2772 

FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY IS THE  
1ST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH! 

 

The Phelps Community Food Cupboard  

depends on our generous donations.  This is 

a mission that everyone  

can participate in. 
 

Bring your non-perishable items  

to the altar or LOVE-OFFERING BOXES  

sit on the front pews and you can make a 

monetary donation during communion. 

 

  Also – the PENNIES FROM HEAVEN boxes 

are at the front door and office door.  

 

**65 items were collected in November for 

the Food Cupboard ** 

Join us every Thursday Night  

7:00-7:45.  

 Refreshment and snack will 
be provided  

315-548-2772  

Find us on Facebook  

SAVE THE DATES!!! 

3rd Annual Comfort Food Cook-Off 

Saturday, March 7, 2020   3-5pm 

Location and registration information coming 

soon! Start planning those recipes and revving 

up your taste buds– three simultaneous loca-

tions: Victor, Clifton Springs and Geneva! 

 

Family Promise Volunteer Training 

January 21, 6-8PM 

Aloquin Methodist Church 

Routes 5 & 20  

Midway between Geneva and Canandaigua 

Please notify Brenda Spratt, Executive Director, 

if you would like to attend.  

FPOCdirector@fpocny.org  

mailto:FPOCdirector@fpocny.org
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Volunteers NEEDED for the 
following: 

 Nursery 

Breakout 

CE teacher subs 

  

Please see Hope Albrecht or Rita  
Caraballo to sign up. 

 
 

NO  
Christian Education Classes  

December 1 and  
December 29.  

Our children will be offering what is sure 
to be a meaningful Christmas program 
this year. It’s called, “The Christmas 

Story” by Leanne Guether 
 

The program will draw us further into 
the Christmas spirit.  Don’t miss our chil-
dren telling us about the reason for the 

season! 
 

The program will be part of our morning 
worship experience on: 

Sunday, December 15th!   

The Advent wreath is 
a circular garland of 
evergreen branches  

representing  
eternity. On that 

wreath, five candles 
are typically  

arranged. During the 
season of  Advent 
one candle on the wreath is lit each Sunday as a 
part of the Advent services. Each candle repre-
sents an aspect of the spiritual preparation for 
the coming of the Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

December 1st              Caraballo Family 
December 8th              Hicks Family 
December 15th            Zambuto Family 
December 22nd           Motzer Family 
December 24th 7pm   Minns Family 
                          9pm   Albrecht Family 
 

Christmas Eve Service @ 7&9pm with  
Communion @ the 9pm service 

“What you do makes a difference, and you have 

to decide what kind of difference you want to 

make” ~ Jane Goodall 
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December  
Birthdays: 

 

6 - Chris Rockefeller 

7 - Cindy Driscoll 

8 - Patty Dhondt Campbell 

12 - Rita Caraballo       

            and 

       Don Pierce 
 

 

If you would like to have a listing in Birthdays and Anniversaries, 

please enter your information on Desk Calendar in back of Sanctu-

ary, or call the office: 315-548-2772. 

SERMON SERIES FOR ADVENT IS BASED 

ON SCROOGE 
 

Scrooge is a miserable man, bound by his own god of 
money, and unable to have compassion and love for oth-
ers.  Before we come to know Jesus, that is our life: filled 
with gods that are much more important than God.  But as 
the ghosts come to visit Scrooge and he faces his life 
head on, he changes.  When Jesus confronts us with our 
life without him versus what life could be like with him, we 
change.  Come to Sunday morning worship and listen for 
God to speak to your life this Advent season through the story of Scrooge! 
 
December 1 Who is Scrooge?        Psalm 51 

December 8 Christmas Past                Genesis 32:22-31 

December 15 Christmas Present       Mark 10:17-31 

December 22 Christmas Future                 2 Peter 2:11-22; Luke 1:5-17 

December 29 What Now?        Acts 9:1-19    

There will be a Christmas service for those 

who have experienced loss at the Clifton 

Springs Baptist Church on December 17 at 

7:00 p.m.    If you have had a loss and are 

feeling less than jolly, this service is for you!  

For more information, see Ellen. 

Special Congratulations to Ron & Betty Green 

married  37 years on December 31st 



ONE VOICE                                                                                                                                                             7 

 

 

From Pat Hemminger’s Kitchen -  
For your holiday pleasure - I will make bread as a fund raiser for 
the Church. 

I can make 6 kinds of bread.  They will be $5.00 per loaf with the 
proceeds going to the United Church general fund. 

 They are: 

Cheesy Onion -  a mild flavor that is delicious 

Cinnamon Raisin -  not a swirl, the cinnamon is in the bread  itself 

Sunny Orange -  made with orange juice 

Whole Wheat 

Italian Herb -  with Italian seasoning, a mild taste, is great with cream cheese VEGAN 

White bread - a French bread texture VEGAN 

They all freeze well and are great toasted. 

Dawn Norton has agreed to make rolls for sale as  well, so you can order these from me and we will 
coordinate this. 

I will have them for Christmas orders on December 22 at Church. Orders MUST be received by Decem-
ber 10th. Call me with your order at 315-548-3546 and leave a message if I am not available.  These 
are from scratch breads with no preservatives or additives, so they would do best refrigerated or fro-
zen until needed. 

ATTENTION:  Ministry Team Leaders 

and those who hold special posi-

tions within the church… Please 

submit your year-end reports for 

the Annual Meeting in January by: 

Wednesday, December 17th 

To refresh your memory about      

information desired, please see last 

year’s annual report available in the 

Church Office.  

 

 

Arvilla Crosses 
 

Our congregation has raised specific prayer 
for Arvilla during this time of medical uncer-
tainty. She is improving, and as a gift of ap-
preciation and to express her love for us as 
we, through prayer, expressed our love for 
her, has made a cross for each of us as a re-
minder of the awesome power of prayer and 
for the love we share as Children of God. If 
you would like one, please call the office or 
see Carol Wilson. The office can also provide 
Arvilla and Dave’s address so you can drop 
them a note of encouragement.  
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Where: United Church of Phelps  58 Main St., Phelps 

When:  Saturday December 14, 2019  6:30 pm 

What:  Family Seasonal Movie:” A Christmas Carol”  

Who: Everyone welcome 

Concessions available to purchase, 

All children must be accompanied by an adult! 

FREE FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

2019 Advent 
 Devotionals 

This devotional for 
Advent geared for 
Adults. Available 
soon at entrances 

to sanctuary free of 
charge.  

This devotional for 
Advent geared for 

Children.  Available 
soon at entrances to 

sanctuary free of 
charge.  

 

Christmas Eve services: 
 

7:00 p.m.   Family oriented service: 
Ellen has asked Santa to stop by 
briefly on his trip to talk about why 
he delivers packages on Christmas 
Eve.  You won’t want to miss him! 
 
9:00 p.m.   Service of the carols 
with communion      
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Spotlight on Mission: 

Excerpts from recent article by Gabriel Pietrorazio published he Finger Lakes Times on 

10/25/2019 

Each Saturday, volunteers emerge early in the morning to glean in fields for the 
sake of others through Food Justice of Geneva. 

Coming from surrounding communities and primarily among retired residents, 
most gleaners return each weekend throughout a 16-week harvest season that 
usually starts in August and lasts until mid-November. 

Once everyone convenes, a caravan of vehicles drives along dirt roads that run along rural farmlands until they reach 
their destination: the farm of Bejo Seeds in Geneva. 

Last Saturday, Food Justice sought to pick fresh produce from the planted demonstration plots, which essentially are 
located within a field and used to test how seeds would grow. 

But before their harvest begins a prayer circle forms and Deacon Henry Farro asks for spiritual grace. 

After they exercise their routine ritual of prayer, the crew ties their aprons and slides gloves over their hands, ready 
to pluck fresh produce off the vine and out of the soil in the form of broccoli, peppers, radishes, beets, carrots, kale 
and onions. 

Gleaners old and new join Food Justice side-by-side amid the 37-degree crisp and chilly but sunny morning. 

Gleaning, a term that appears in the Bible, particularly the Book of Ruth is a custom that transpires following a har-
vest as a means to feed the poor and less fortunate. 

Each box or crate of produce is weighed in pounds, tallied and totaled before being stored inside their walk-in cooler; 
and this particular haul tips the scale at 572-pounds, all of which was collected in less than three-hours. 

As their fall season concludes this upcoming Saturday, Food Justice gathered an estimated 29,000 pounds of produce 
last year from the demonstration plots alone. 

Despite such success, the organization is still not a 501(c)3, but Teresa Schmidtka-Shaffer, co-chair alongside Farro 
hopes to gain their nonprofit status by this upcoming December.  

But beyond budgeting, Food Justice remains ever-focused on supporting those who are simply hungry and suffer from 
food access insecurities. 

For some in the city, the food issue has been considered foreign to them: an invisible problem, but volunteers like 
Food Justice co-chair Farro sees the need and does not shy away from telling others about it. 

“You have to see the need. We see the need every day,” Farro said. 

This last winter, Food Justice started a winter gleaning season that was created from a partnership with the Compas-
sion Coalition of Utica and collected an estimated 18,000 to 20,000 pounds of produce. 

“We’re talking about tons,” he added. 

Its second winter season is anticipated to start in January and typically ends in June. 

Farro, who is retired and currently suffers from a shoulder injury admits on still going-out to the fields every other day 
to pick fresh produce, filling his van full of food for the community, calling it his true mission. 

“It’s a calling. It’s our calling,” Farro stated. 

Thank you to Food Justice and Teresa Schmidtka-Shaffer for answering the call into mission!!  

“God makes us rich in every way so we can be generous on every occasion, which will result in  

thanksgiving to God...God doesn’t bless us to provide for our own needs, he blesses us so we can  

be generous.” ~ Rick Warren (based on 2 Corinthians. 9:11)   
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“Gratitude is the least of the virtues, but ingratitude is the worst of vises.  
~ Thomas Fuller 
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“Gifts of the Heart Health Kits” 

The Mission Team continues to need your help in supplying the needs for the health kits! These kits make a big       

difference to people in need.  See Peg Carlson or Brian Hemminger for more information.  

{Band-aids, hand towels and toothpaste ARE NEEDED to complete kits!!} 

Kit Items:  

One hand towel, one washcloth, one comb, one metal nail file/nail clipper, one bar of soap (bath size), one toothbrush, 

one tube of toothpaste (4-7 ounces), six band-aids 

 

** Seal all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure and bring them to the church office. ** 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

On-Going Mission Projects Everyone Can Support: 

 
* 1st Sunday of each month: Food Pantry Sunday.  Donations should be placed on the altar 

* Pop Top Tabs: Save those tabs! If your place of work has a vending machine set out a container for people to 

put them in. Let’s help out the Ronald McDonald House! 

* NYC Sock Mission: Please keep the socks, mittens and winter hats coming!  This is a great mission we do and 

it’s on-going.  When we have enough we ship them out! 

* Red Bird Mission: Please keep box tops coming in!  We are amazed at how much good they really do.  

Transitional Pastor: Rev. Ellen Donnan 
 315-521-2593 (Cell) 

Lay Member AC: Nan Clark 
315.406-5526 

Personnel: Rose Copper-Brown 
315.719.4292 

Church Office: Adm. Assistant 
315.548.2772 

Advertising: Jed Brandow 
315.548.2359 

Prayer Chain: Church Office 
548.2772 

Christian Education: Rita Caraballo 
315-548-2083 

Media/Technology:  Eddie Albrecht 
315.946.9729 

Prayer Ministry: Nan Clark 
585.526.6694 

Council Chair:  Pat Hemminger 
315.548.3546 

Member at Large:  Betsy Bourne 
315-945-2307 

Presbytery Elder: Marsha Gibbs 
315.548.5546 

Custodian: Frank VanNostrand 
585.354.4126 

Memorial Fund: Cathy Scott 
548.9448 

Sec’y to Council: Linda Kataskas 
315.462.6255 

Endowment:  Frank VanNostrand 
585.354.4126 

Missions/Outreach: Peg Carlson 315.789.4713 
 & Brian Hemminger 315.521.0812 

Stewardship/Finance: Patty Dhondt 
Campbell  585.781.0874 

Financial Sect’y: Hope Albrecht 
315.946.9729 

Music/Worship: Hope and Penny Albrecht   
315.946.9729 

Trustees: Dan Moracco 
315.548.4548 

Health/Service:  Sharon Peets: 
315.573.6849 

Nominating:  Jane Pedersen 
315.548.9397 

“God is Good – All the Time!” 
“All the Time – God is Good!” 

How Can We Help You? 
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Volunteers for December 2019 

Ushers and Greeters 

         Front Entrance            Ramp Entrance 

Dec 1   Christina & Hope Albrecht Nan & Jerry Clark 

(Communion) 

Dec 8   Karen Moracco & Peg Carlson Marge Norsen & Jane Pedersen 

Dec 15  Shelly Bengtson & Rose Copper-Brown Wendy Holbrook & BJ Hicks 

Dec 22  Carol Wickum & Hope Albrecht Penny Albrecht & Carol Adams 

Dec 24 7PM  Gib & Cathy Scott Rick & Tammy Rugenstein 

Dec 24 9PM   Nan & Gerry Clark Christina & Hope Albrecht 

Dec 29  Karen Moracco & BJ Hicks  Marge Norsen & Penny Albrecht 

 

  Break-Out Nursery     Acolytes 
Dec 1   No Breakout No Nursery Payton Reed 

(Communion)   

Dec 8    Barb Mater Amy Brandow & Payton Reed Cheria Caraballo 

Dec 15  Rita Caraballo Erica Motzer & Cheria Caraballo Earl Motzer  

Dec 22  Brian Hemminger Samantha Minns & Payton Reed Cheria Caraballo 

Dec 24   No Breakout No Nursery No Acolyte 

Dec 29 No Breakout No Nursery  Payton Reed 
 

           Media & Technology Lay Readers 
Dec 1  Kelly Bree Frank Van Nostrand 

(Communion) 

Dec 8  Christina Albrecht Linda Wood 

Dec 15  Doug Latch Christina Albrecht 

Dec 22  Eddie Albrecht Barb Mater  

Dec 24  7PM  Christina Albrecht No Lay Reader 

 9 PM  Eddie Albrecht No Lay Reader 

Dec 29  Eddie Albrecht Rose Copper-Brown 


